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wastes as these materials normally do not find proper economic utilization. Awareness on the
utilization of the plant wastesin the household sector isthe need of the hour for motivation and
impact development among the target group. It can have agreat impact onimprovement of rural
economy in apoor state likeAssam. For example - with simple suitable technol ogical intervention
the areca palm leaf sheath can be utilized for making biosphere friendly disposable plates and
bowls which are biodegradable and have a competitive market edge over paper and other non
biodegradable plates made of synthetic materials. Many water bodies like canals, ponds, rivers
etc. are choked by the explosive growth of aquatic weed called water hyacinth resulting in
enormous direct loss. The prospect of making it an economically blessed weed by properly
utilising it as business commodity is getting higher. The opportunity should be trapped by the
local or indigenous people by developing adequate entrepreneurship with almost zero raw
material cost. A study was under taken with the objectives: To assess the economics of areca
palm sheath disposable serving plate making and Assessment of economics of use of water
hyacinth for handicraft products. It was revealed that by using 231 numbers of palm leaf sheath
per day and an 8 hours of working using two manually operated pressing machinesand spending
rupees 354 as daily additional cost, a person can earn a profit of rupees one lakh nineteen
thousand nine hundred six annually, resulting in a benefit cost ratio of 2.23. On the other hand
by making certain utility products using one kg of dried water hyacinth stems @ Rs. 40/- one can
earn an average of two thousand nine hundred fifty rupees weekly. The benefit cost ratio was
found to be 1.65 which may increase further depending on products of finer quality. Availability
of areca plantation and water hyacinth in this part of the country can thus be gainfully utilized
as raw material for manufacturing eco- friendly useful biodegradabl e itemswith a high potential
market face value and thus would help to enhance rural economy.
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