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Trends in production and export performance of
gingdly andgingdly ol
B N. KUMARASAMY AND C. SEKAR

SUMMARY : Sesame (Sesamum indicum L.), commonly known as til or gingely is the oldest oil seed crop
cultivated in the world. It was reported to be originated from Africa. Sesame was introduced into India by the
earliest human migrants fromAfrica. Gingelly occupies 0.63 lakh hectaresin Tamil Nadu with an averageyield of
506 kg per hectare. The annual production wasto an exact of 0.31 lakh tonnes. India exports gingelly seedsto
China, Holland, USA, Germany, Turkey, Netherlands, Hong Kong, Israel, UK and UAE. Thestudy focused onthe
production and export performance of the gingelly and oil. For the study, secondary dataon area, production and
yield of major gingelly producing districts of Tamil Nadu were estimated for the yearsfrom 1980-2010. The export
performance of gingelly and gingelly oil in Indiawas examined using secondary datafrom 1995-2010. The collected
datawere analysed from various statistical toolsviz., compound growth rate and Markov chain analysis. Fromthe
results, it wasfound that during 1980-2010, the growth rate was positivefor production and yield of gingelly in Erode
and Karur districts. Erode district showed negative trend in area of during the year 1980-1990. The decreasing
areaof gingelly wasdueto poor rainfall and high drought during the period. Theresultsindicated that area, production
andyield of gingelly werelow in four districtsviz., Villupuram, Tanjavur, Cuddal ore and Salem dueto persistent
drought. Thetrend in gingelly export in quantity wasfound to be higher in the period (1980-1990). It impliesthat a
higher quantity of gingelly isbeing exported during the period which increased the unit price of gingelly with marginal
increasein export value. Thegingelly oil wasnot exported during 1980-1990.Subsequently the export of oil pickedup
and showed anincreaseranging from 14-17 per cent, period between 1991-2010 dueto the trade regime and export
policiesof the government. The Markov chain analysis showed that Republic of Koreawas found to be one of the
stableimportersof Indian sesame seed becauseit original share of around 80 per cent over the period of 1995-2010
whereas Sri Lanka was found as one of the stable importers of Indian sesame oil because it retained its original

share of around 40 per cent over the period of 1995-2010. It isconcluded that Republic of Koreaand Sri Lankawas
the stableimporter of sesame and oil from India, respectively. Because these countries have high level probability
of retention.
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