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Mobile appsin agriculture and allied sector : An
extended armfor farmers

B Kalyan Mandi and Neela Madhav Patnaik

SUMMARY : ICTs are boon to the farmers and the introduction of Mobile apps in Agriculture and
allied sector has accelerated the pace of technology transfer among the farmers at their fingertips.
Information dissemination to the knowledge-intensive agriculture sector isupgraded by mobile-enabled
information services and the rapid growth of maobile telephony. Today farmers are receiving diverse
factsor information about farming like seeds, crop selection, crop cultivation, weather, fertilizer, pesticides
etc. fromvariousresourcesthat aredistributed in different locationsaccording to itsorigin, its processors,
producers or vendors using the app. However, dueto theinefficacy of field level extension workersto
provide information and serviceto alarge segment of farmersin offline mode; the mobile app therein
playsavital role and offers auser-friendly solution to effective management and communication with
thefarmers.
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