
ABSTRACT : Fisheries as an occupation includes capture, culture, handling and processing of fish, marketing, distribution, accounting
and management. Women play a key role in the development of fisheries sector in addition to their role as sole household managers
in most fisher families. Although the involvement of women is limited in capture fisheries, their supportive role in active fishing has
increased manifold with the advent of mechanization and enhancement of multi-day fishing in marine fisheries. Matasya-Mahilavadi
(fisherwomen’s Forum), at South Chellanam, a fishing village in cochin, is an example of how rural women can be motivated to
participate in planning and implementing their own development options. Under Indian social system, decision making is said to be
a men’s affair, however, many a times women are consulted by men before making any important decision. Many a times farm
women are also required to take certain decision independently. It was therefore, felt necessary to determine the participation of
fisher women in making decision about household task, their children education and marriage.
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