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ABSTRACT : The present study attempts to analyse trends in growth in agricultural and non-
agricultural labourer across the districts of Karnataka state. For the study secondary data of twenty-
five years for the period from 1991 to 2015 was collected from the Directorate of Economics and
statistics, Karnataka state. Growth rate of both male and female average daily wages are significantly
positive, which indicated increasing wage trend in both dry land and irrigated conditions in different
study districts. Compound annual growth rate of daily wages of male agricultural labourers in dry land
and irrigated condition is comparatively high in Dharawad, Raichur and Hassan districts. The compound
growth rates in wages across districts in dry and irrigated regions for female agricultural workers
remained almost the same between 9.1 to 13.1 per cent. It could be, therefore, ascertained that there
has been only a marginal changes in the wages across the districts of the state. Growth rate in daily
wages for carpenter, blacksmith and mochis in different districts ranged between 7.2 per cent to 12.7
per cent per annum. Comparison of the growth rates of agricultural labourer and non-agricultural
labourer, showed that agricultural wages grew at a faster rate than non-agricultural wages across the
districts. The daily actual wages of both male and female agricultural labourer were compared with
minimum wage price in the state revealed that, more than 75 per cent of districts in state are paying
below the minimum wages announced for male agricultural labourer, whereas for female agricultural
labourer in all the districts of the state showed less than minimum wages.
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