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ABSTRACT : A study was conducted to identify mango value chains and analyse the post-harvest
losses along them in the major mango-growing areas of Tamil Nadu state in India. The post-harvest
losses were estimated using survey data collected during 2016-17 from 400 farmers; 60 households;
and 100 traders consisting of wholesalers, commission agents, exporters, processors and retailers and
60 consumers in Tamil Nadu. Six major mango value chains were found in the production catchments
through which the mango fruits reached consumers in different forms. Overall, the post-harvest
losses at the farm level were estimated at 7.08 per cent. At the primary wholesaler level the losses were
estimated at 7.30 per cent and at the processing level at 8.70 per cent. At the secondary wholesaler
level the losses were estimated at 10 per cent. Maximum losses were observed at the retail level
(14.97%), most likely as a result of improper post-harvest handling, lack of proper storage facilities,
and rough handling of fruits by consumers who check fruit quality by squeezing. It is recommended
that establishing procurement yards near farms, minimizing transaction points in the mango value
chain, establishing value added and processing units near production catchments, initiating farmer
cooperatives similar to Anand Milk Union Limited (AMUL) in India model, involving collection of
fruits directly from the farmers by cooperatives, initiating Farmer Producer Company (FPC) and
establishing a refrigerated transport system for well graded fruits right from farm to consumption
centres would minimize post-production losses of mango.
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