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 ABSTRACT : This study highlights the various changes taking place in the patterns of
wedding dresses of brides, jewellery, etc. at two different periods of time in Punjab. A sample size
of 300 respondents was selected which spread over three districts namely Ludhiana, Patiala and
Bathinda of Malwa region of Punjab. The findings revealed that trend of wearing Salwar suits
and Sarees as a wedding dress significantly declined, while the trend of wearing designer Suits
and Lehnga choli as a wedding dress has significantly increased between two intergenerational
periods. Long dress turned out to be the new dresstrend being used by the bride as wedding
dress in the Ludhiana region only. Significant changes were also observed in the case of procuring
wedding dress. Most of second generation respondents prefer dress designer and fashion
boutique for procuring the wedding dress. On contrary, majority of the first generation
respondents dependent on tailor and local boutiques for stitching of wedding dress. The trend
of approaching branded shop for procuring wedding dress was also reported by second
generation respondents. Acquiring wedding dress on rent basis was the new emerging trend
among young generation. Discernible changes were seen in case of jewellery of the bride also.
Among precious jewellery, white gold, Polki, silver and platinum came out to be the most
preferred materials by the young generation. Artificial jewellery being more appealing and was
highly preferred by second generation as compared to first generation respondents. However,
the pattern of Kalire, hair accessories and Parandi of the bride was significantly changed at
these two intergenerational periods. The economic and social transformations in the society led
to increase in the bridal articles in the trousseau both in terms of numbers and varieties. The
results also revealed that the approach of procuring trousseau articles was considerably from
local shops to far away cities or even out of states also.
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