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BABSTRACT : Close to 70 per cent of India’s population lives in villages. Even today, 80,000

villages in India have never been electrified. Even the electrified villages suffer from scanty

power supply. This situation exist morein hill areas where there is scanty source of electricity.

Even the government admits that decentralized renewabl e energy sol utions have to be deployed

inlarge numbersin rural areas of mountain and plain region to deprive the last mile connectivity

for un-electrified areas. They canturn to abright new phaseintheir life if solar power solutions
could be made available in all these deprived areas. For thisit is very essential that people are
aware of solar lighting gadgets. Present study was conducted to assess the awareness of hilly

respondents regarding solar lighting gadgets and to see the association between educational

level of the respondents and their awareness level about solar energy. For this Chi-square test

was applied and the results were found to be significant at p<0.05, indicating that educational

level of respondents affect their awareness of solar energy and use of solar energy.
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