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BABSTRACT : Assessment of inter gender sharing of drudgery in performing various agriculture
activities by maleand female farmers specially in paddy cultivation was carried out among plain
tribes of Lakhimpur district of Assam. Multi-stage purposive cum random sampling method was
adopted for selecting the representative samplein order to fulfil the objective of theinvestigation.
A total of 120 tribal households from five villages (purposive cum randomly) were selected for
the study. As the study focused on inter gender sharing of drudgery in agricultural activities,
both male and femal e farmer were sel ected for the study. Thustotal sample size of the study was
240 numbers comprising 120 male and 120 femal e farmers. Findings reveal ed that male farmers
spent highest timein transplanting of grainto the home (128.56 mean hr/year) aswell asfelt very
difficult among different activities during paddy cultivation, whereas women spent highest time
in cutting crops (179.37 mean hr/year) and majority of women felt very difficult to perform
activities like hoeing and uprooting of seedling. Drudgery index in case of male farmers was
highest intransportation of grain fromthefield to home (55.33), followed by hoeing (53.33) and
weeding (52.66). In case of female farmers the activity which had high drudgery index was
transplanting (56.13) followed by cutting of crops (55.00) and hoeing (53.31).
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