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Datepalm is one of the most potential fruit crop for dry arid regions. Kutch district of
Gujarat state enjoys monopoly of commercial cultivation of datepalminindia. KVKs
are grass root level scientific institution for imparting vocational skill training to the
farmers and field-level extension workers, conducting OFT and FLDs on major
agricultural technologies. KVK, Kutch was established by ICAR in 1992 at Mundra.
Since itsinception, KVK, Kutch was carried out numbers of activities for datepalm
development in the district. The explicit importance and crucial contribution of KVK
activitiesin datepalm devel opment, the present investigation of impact of KVK activities
among the datepalm growers was carried out in major datepalm growing talukas viz.,
Anjar, Mundra, Mandvi and Bhuj talukas of kutch district. Fivevillages having highest
area under datepalm were selected purposively from each talukas. Two types of
respondents’ viz., experimental group and control group were sel ected. For experimental
group, village-wise list of those farmers who are benefited by KVK activities was
prepared and from this list, 05 datepalm growers from each selected villages were
identified by using proportionate random sampling. Thus, total 100 datepalm growers
were selected. For control group, similar numbers of those datepalm growerswho are
not benefited by KVK activitieswereidentified from same selected villages. Thus, 100
such datepalm growers were selected. The experimental research design was used for
this study. Major activities carried out by KVVK for datepalm development were farmers’
trainings 109 (3289*), ex-trainees’ meetings and group discussion 173(3544%*), 291
method demonstrations conducted on offshoot propagation technique on same
numbers of farmers’ field, 1000 result demonstrations of performance of tissue culture
plants of local elite varieties conducted on 22 farmers’ field and 62 demonstrations of
plastic fruit covering with same numbers of farmers, 289 (459*) diagnostic visits on
different problems of datepalm growers, 10 (3496*) datepalm fruits exhibitions and
competitions etc. Regarding the farmers’ involvement in KVK activities, more than 80
per cent beneficiary farmers visited KVK more than 10 times and 90 per cent non-
beneficiary farmersvisited KVK 0to 10 times. Regarding their participation, beneficiary
farmers participated in frequent guidance of KVK scientists (94 %), datepalm fruits
competition and exhibitions (92 %), trainings through KVK scientists (90 %), field
visits of KVK scientists (88 %), seminars and workshops (82 %) and field
demonstrationsof KVK (78 %). Thetotal 24559 farmerswere participated / benefited
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