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Abstract : Moringa is one of the promising crop high nutritional and therapeutic values. While drying of moringa leaves, there is
significant loss in physical, chemical and nutritional composition of leaves. So, the present study was conducted to investigate
the effect of different treatment and drying method (solar and convective) on physico-chemical quality of moringa leaves.
Moringa leaves that were sorted, washed and surface dried were considered non-treated whereas leaves that were blanched at 7.5
min after sorting were considered treated. The following samples were dried in three dryers viz., PAU advanced domestic solar
dryer, PAU domestic solar dryer and convective tray dryer. Samples that were treated had better physico-chemical quality than
untreated sample. Similarly, samples dried in PAU advanced domestic solar dryer had better quality retention i.e. had low moisture
content, low colour change, higher protein content, higher ascorbic acid and higher total antioxidant activity.
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