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Abstract : An experiment was conducted in Department of Horticulture, Assam Agricultural University, Jorhat, to study the effect
of drying methods and packaging on retention of carotenoid content in dried petals of marigold cv. Seracole during 2016-2017.
Petals were subjected to drying employing three different methods viz., sun drying, shade drying and cabinet drying. Among the
various drying methods tested, cabinet drying gave the highest carotenoid content (337.64µg/g) compared to the other methods.
Three different packaging materials viz., LDPE 200 gauge, LDPE 300 gauge and LDPE 400 gauge were utilized for the experiment.
The carotenoid content was highest in the first month with LDPE packaging materials of 400 gauge (270.47 µg/g), 300 gauge
(269.64 µg/g) and 200 gauge (266.94 µg/g) which decreased with advancement of storage period.
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