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ABSTRACT

A technique was standardized to screen for resistance to stem rot (Sclerotium rolfsii
Sacc.) in groundnut (Arachis hypogaea L.). A total of seven different inoculation
techniques were screened by using susceptible genotype TMV-2. The techniques
involved inoculation of 10 day old groundnut plants raised in pots by spreading mycelial
propagules of S. rolfsii grown on sorghum grain medium (SGM) on soil surface,
Inoculum spread on the soil surface and covered with groundnut leaf debris, Inoculum
placed around the collar region, Inoculum placed around the collar region and covered
with groundnut leaf debris, Inoculum mixed in the soil, Inoculum mixed in the soil and
covered with groundnut leaf debris, Agar disc method. Among these techniques
inoculum spread on the soil surface and covered with groundnut leaf debris was found
to be most efficient in getting highest per cent incidence of stem rot (84.86%) and pod
rot (70.48%).
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