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In a country like India, where farmers are reeling
under thedistress of erratic monsoonsand low profitsfor
their products, a buffer source of income is a welcome
step. In such a scenario, beekeeping is a good source of
income generation and sustainable livelihood option for
the farmers. On one hand, where it benefits the farmers
through various val ue added products, on the other hand,
it helps in pollination of different crops. Government
organization like Krishi Vigyan Kendrasare providing the
farmerswith pollination servicesthrough
beekeeping boxes at meagre prices. The [§&
rich traditional use of honey has paved a |
way for sustainable livelihood for many |§
communitiesacrosstheworld. However, g
this sector too ismarred with issueslike
adulteration, unscientific collection
practices among others. Increase in
productivity and quality produce of honey
would raise the economic benefitsfrom |
the practice of beekeeping. Premium
quality of honey production and other
value added products would fetch high

economic returns for communities, if |ESEETERRERAT
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entrepreneurial activities. There is an urgent need for
socio-economic empowerment of tribal women in these
areas. Beekeeping is an excellent source of secondary
source of income for the tribal women. However, lack of
awareness and proper skill training programme for the
tribal women, makesit aless profound source of income
generation. It isimportant to generate sustainabl elivelihood
optionsintheregion for development of theregionand its
people.

: Madhu Sandesh, apilot project,
"I | was designed by KVK, Baramati to
help farmers and beekeepers
4| communicate and achieve optimal
quality and crop yields through the
usage of pollination, the adoption of
good beekeeping practices, the
responsible use of crop protection
products, the usage of personal
protection equipment (PPE) and
spraying techniques and the use of
the mobile app Madhu Sandesh,
which can be downloaded from the
GoogleApp store.

technol ogy assisted and quality assured
production isdone at the source level.
Indiahastwo biodiversity hotspots, in Western Ghats
and North East Region which support an ideal condition
for growth of different flowersand medicinal plants. This
offersan opportunity wherethe honey production through
bee rearing can be taken up by tribal women as a
secondary income source. Despite theimmense potential
in terms of resources and biodiversity, the two regions
areleast explored regionsin thecountry. Theareaharbours
world’s biodiversity hotspot. An area with such arich flora
has a wide scope for developing secondary source of
income like honey production from plants. Thispotential,
however, has remained underutilized and has not trandlated
into economic prosperity. The poverty, unemployment rate
and incidences such as farmer suicide in the regions is
significantly high because of high mounting debt on farmers
due to drought conditions, weak infrastructure, lack of
skills among the tribals and insufficient promotion of

On lines of *‘Swate Kranti’
(whiterevolution), Government isnow focusing on sweet
revolution, mission to encourage farmers to take up
beekeeping practicesfor income generation. The demand
for honey and other value added productsishugeglobally,
this gives an opportunity to explore and exploit the
worldwide demand. Such high demand also lure sellersto
resort to practices of mixing honey with corn syrup etc. to
increase the quantity. Therefore as much thereis a need
for encouraging, itisequally important to train and make
them aware of the consequences of such practices.
Researchersat |1 T Delhi are exploring waysto trace back
the origin of honey and develop a transparent system to
ensureits quality ismaintained at every step of the supply
chain from production to export. Thiswill help abtain high
premium quality honey and help the beekeepers and
farmers earn better in the process.
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