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ABSTRACT...... Street food is a major attraction for tourists and natives of Puducherry and
its popularity can be attributed to its variety and affordability. This study was undertaken to
assess the critical control points for the street food available in Puducherry. Information was
collected by interview and observation. Thirty outlets were visited and information on
demographic data on vendors and hygienic practices during the production and dispensing
of food items was collected. Drinking water and hand wash samples of vendors were collected
and subjected to microbial analysis. It was found that 26.7 per cent were not aware of licensing
and only one respondent had FSSAI registration. Raw leafy vegetables were not washed by
56.7 per cent vendors. Most of vendors (93.3 %) were handling food and collecting cash at
same time, 70 per cent without washing hands in between. Same person handled food and
waste at 73.3 per cent of shops, half of them only washed hands in between. Presence of
coliforms were detected in 40 per cent of the drinking water samples and 100 per cent of hand
wash water samples, indicating gross contamination. Results of study indicated that, handling
of cash and food without washing hands in between, handling food as well as waste by same
person at a time, less availability of quality water and use of unwashed raw leafy vegetables
as critical control points of street food hygiene in Puducherry. The results show the need for
bringing street food vendors together at different points in city so that availability of quality
water and proper waste disposal can be ensured to improve the quality of street food. Also
training these vendors in hygienic food preparation and handling is a must to overcome the
lacunae in their existing knowledge level. Strict implementation of licensing for street food in
Puducherry is essential to ensure food safety in street foods.
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