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| mpact of agriculture baseeducationd intervention
on awareness and attitudes of rura youthtowards
agriculture

Hl N.B. GAIKWAD*, R.M. SHAIKH AND R.P. KADAM

SUMMARY : A sampleof 138 rural youth (70 girlsand 68 boys) were purposely selected from the four
operational villages namely Pokharni, Daithana, Takali and Dharmapuri of Parbhani district. Prior to the
initiation of theintervention, SES scal e, awareness checklist on agriculture and attitude scal e devel oped
by Al CRP- Human Development and Family Studiesunit were administered on the samplerural youth.
The agriculture base educational intervention was executed in all the villages for 3-4 hrs in a day,
weekly twice for as period of six months by the investigators and arranging 8 to 10 special lectures of
agriculture expertsinit, in addition to conduct quiz competition on it, holding agriculture base books
exhibition and distribution of free of cost folders / pamphlets developed by VNMKYV, Scientist on
various aspects of agriculture and by giving useful demonstrations on the agricultural practices. After
the implementation of the agriculture base educational intervention the awareness about agriculture
and attitudes towards agriculture of the rural youth were reassessed after a period of 6 months, for
studying the effect of implemented agriculture base educational intervention on them. It can be
concluded that by offering effective agriculture base educational intervention, rural youths awareness
about agriculture can be enhanced and their attitude towards agriculture could be made positive.

How to cite this article : Gaikwad, N.B., Shaikh, R.M. and Kadam, R.P. (2015). Impact of agriculture base
educational intervention on awareness and attitudes of rural youth towards agriculture. Agric. Update, 10(2):
126-129.

hunger and poor health. Rural youth will often
look to urban areasfor empl oyment and move
tocities. But without trainingin skillssuited to
the urban labour market, these youth havefew
opportunitiesin urban areas (Deshmukhet al .,
2008 and 2009). Often, poverty and aienation
may |ead youth to drugs, crime and makethem
subject to expl oitation.

The agriculture sector in India occupies
the centre stage to promote inclusive growth,

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

There are over one billion youth (aged
15 - 24) in the world today. Eighty five (85)
per cent of these youth live in the devel oping
world, where 99 per cent of population growth
is occurring. Around 50 per cent of the
populationin devel oping countriesliveinrural
areas. Many youth are unable to reach their
potential because of poverty and associated
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enhance rura income and sustain food and nutritional
security. Agriculture continuesto be away of lifein our
country; it provides employment to around 60 per cent
of the work force and contributes almost 18 per cent to
our gross domestic products (GDP). With more than 6
lakh villages, home to million of farmers and farm
workers, itisvery difficult to visualize aprosperousindia
without agricultureand rural development. In thiscontext,
we heed to look at agricultural strategies that maximize
productivity and generate income and employment for
the rura population. Thistask can be accomplished by
strengthening the capacity building of rural youth by
providing agriculture base educational intervention. In
light of the above facts and scenario, the project on
capacity building of agrarian families is taken up to
improve their status by enhancing the rural youth’s
awareness about agri culture by adopting positive attitude
towards agriculture.

— Toenroll rural youth engaged in agriculture from
operational villagesfor givingintervention.

— To implement agriculture base educational
intervention for increasing awareness and
devel oping positiveattitudeinrural youth towards
agriculture.

— To study the effects of implemented agriculture
base educational intervention on awarenessand
attitudes of rural youth towards agriculture.

RESOURCES AND METHODS

Retaining youth in agricultureisthe need of current
era. To enhance rural youth’s contribution in agriculture
through agriculture base educational intervention, 138
rura youth (70 girlsand 68 boys) were purposely selected
from the four operational villages namely Pokharni,
Daithana, Takali and Dharmapuri of Parbhani district.
Prior to the initiation of the intervention, SES scale,
awareness checklist on agriculture and attitude scale on
agriculture devel oped by AICRP- Human Devel opment
and Family Studies unit were administered on the sample
rura youth. Theagriculture base educational intervention
was executed in all the villages for 3-4 hrs in a day,
weekly twice for as period of six months by the
investigators and arranging 8 to 10 special lectures of
agriculture experts in it, in addition to conduct quiz
competition onit, holding agriculture base booksexhibition
and distribution of free of cost folders / pamphlets
developed by VNMKY, Scientist on various aspects of
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agriculture and by giving useful demonstrations on the
agricultural practices.

After the implementation of the agriculture base
educational intervention the awareness about agriculture
and attitudestowards agriculture of therural youthwere
reassessed after a period of 6 months, for studying the
effect of implemented agriculture base educational
intervention on them. The collected data were pooled,
analyzed, tabulated and discussed.

Tools used for the research :
Socio-economic status scale :

The Socio-economic status scale consisted of
parameters such as SES of family, types of family, sizes
of family, age, gender, ordinal position and parental
education. The summated score is categorized as low,
medium and high.

Awareness checklist on agriculture :

It comprised of total 32 items. One point for each
yes response and zero for no response. The items/
statements were on the awareness of soil and water
conservation, organic farming, proper use of chemical
fertilizers and pesticides, cropping systems and food
processing and livelihood security related i ssues.

Score Category
Below 10 Poor
10-21 Average
Above 21 Good

Attitude scale on agriculture :

The scale consisted of total 25 items for each
statement, responses are elicited on 3 points scale. If
the statement is positive the points are given as 3, 2, 1
and it was vice- versa for the negative statements. The
statementswere on importance of agriculture, agricultural
education and career opportunitiesinit.

Score Category
25-42 Unfavorable
43-59 Neutral
60-75 Favorable

OBSERVATIONS AND ANALYSIS

Table 1 indicatesthat amajority of the samplerural
youth belonged to middle SES group, nuclear type and
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Table1: Background information of the sample rural youth medium size families. About 50 per cent each of them

Background variables Percentages of theyouth (n=138)  pelonged to 15-20 yrs. and 20-25 yrs. and aso to both

SES of the family

gender. Relatively a higher percentage of their mothers

kﬂogium i?'gi gg wereeither non literatesor primary school educated while
Typesof family ' "[ar:jelr ;Iaégers were either primary school or high school
ucated.

’J\lolij,:ltear 2?;; 82 Table 2 denotes that the awareness mean scores of
Sizes of family rural youth about various aspects of agriculture like soil
small (1-4) 11.59 (16) and water conservation, organic farming, proper use of
Medium (5-8) 72.46 (100) chemica fertilizersand pesticides, cropping systems, food
Large (>9) 1594 (22) processing and livelihood security i ssues ranged between
fé’el;yrs) of the youth 5072 (10 1.81+ 1.16t02.89+ 1.55 at initiation of theintervention
o0.24 29,97 (©8) programme. These rural youth’s awareness mean scores
Gender increased to 3.46 + 1.22 t0 5.64 + 1.73 after having got
Female 50.72 (70) exposed to the agriculture base educational intervention
Male 49.27 (68) in their respective villages. The Z values indicate that
Ordinal position their awareness about the enlisted aspects of agriculture
First born 26.08 (36) (Table 2) significantly increased which inturn reflectsthat
Second born 33.33 (46) the executed agriculture base educational intervention
Third born 23.91(39) was found to be very effective in enhancing the
Forth born 14.49 (20) awareness of rural youth about agriculture (Gaikwad et
et o 24 al., 2013 and Angaitkar et al., 2013).

Nor:ri:erat%uc o 61.59 (85) Table 3 shows the effect of agriculture base
Primary educated 31.15 (43) educational intervention on attitude of rural youth
High school educated 6,52 (9) towardsagriculture. At theinitiation of theintervention
Under graduates 0.72(2) programme, the mean scores obtained by therural youth
Paternal education on attitude scale ranged between 9.15 + 2.32 to 14.56
Non-literates 3550(49) + 3.60 with regard to importance of agriculture,
:';aghi‘:cgiated 2@22 gg agricultural education, career opportunities in
Under graduates 652(9) agriculture. After having got exposed to the executed

Figure in the parentheses indicates number of the rural youth agriculture base educational intervention for a period

Table2: Impact of agriculture base educational intervention on the awar eness of rural youth about agriculture (n=138)
Comparison of mean scores obtained by youth on agriculture
Aspects of agriculture awareness scale Z values
Pre test scores Mean + SD Post test scores Mean + SD
Soil and water conservation 216+143 4.23+1.33 12.45**
Organic farming 1.81+1.16 346 +1.22 11.51**
Proper use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides 2.07+1.40 3.97 £1.60 10.49**
Cropping systems 289+155 5.64+1.73 13.90**
Food processing and livelihood security issues 241+1.32 4.86£1.45 14.67**

** indicate significance of value at P=0.01

Table 3 : Impact of agriculture base educational intervention on the attitude of rural youth towardsagriculture (n=138)

Comparison of mean scores obtained by youth on attitude scale

Aspects of agriculture Pre test scores Mean + SD Post test scores Mean + SD Z values
Importance of agriculture 14.56 + 3.60 23.31+£3.32 21.34**
Agricultural education 9.17+232 1439+ 2.74 17.4%*
Career opportunities 9.15+2.32 14.37 + 2.53 18**

** jndicate significance of value at P=0.01
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of six months, the rural youth on attitude scale got
increased to 14.37 £ 2.53 to 23.31 = 3.32 in al the
three aspects of agriculture. The statistical analysis
indicates that the attitude of rural youth towards
agriculturewassignificantly positively increased which
inturnindicatesthat to develop positiveattitudein rural
youth toward agriculture, agriculture base educational
intervention programme should be conducted in rural
areas (Khole and Kadam, 2013). Bhore et al. (2014)
and Kitturmath (2014) worked on the constraints faced
by rural youth towards participatingin rural devel opment
activitiesand Adarsh Gaon Yojana, respectively. Patel et
al. (2012) studied on the relative contribution of the
personal socio-economical and psychological factorsin
determing the rural youth’s participation in paddy farming.

Conclusion :

It can be concluded that by offering effective
agriculture base educational intervention, rural youth’s
awareness about agriculture can be enhanced and their
attitude towards agricul ture could be made positive.
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