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Attitude of beneficiares towards agricultural
technology management agency
B B.M. GONSHETWAD, S.U. MOKHALE, KAPIL JAT AND A.N. DESHMUKH

SUMMARY : The present study on attitude of beneficiaries towards agricultural technology
management agency was conducted in the year 2015-16 in Amravati and Bhatkuli tehsil of Amravati
district. For this study 100 beneficiaries were selected with the help of random sampling method. The
datawere collected with the hel p of structured interview schedule. Collected datawere carefully examined,
classified quantified and tabulated. Frequencies, mean, standard deviation, co-efficient of correlation
of analysis were employed for interpreting the results. Majority of the respondents (49.00 %) were
found in the middle age group i.e. 36 to 50 years. Mgjority of the respondents (32.00 %) were higher
school level 8"to 10™. Majority of the respondents (37.00 %) werein small 1.01 to 2.00 ha category of
land holding. Mgjority of the respondents (25.00 %) were in medium 50,001 to 1,00,000 category of
annual income. Mgjority of the respondents (51.00 %) were from medium social participation group.
Majority of the respondents (59.00 %) were from medium level extension contact. Majority of the
respondents (71.00 %) were from medium level socio-economic status. Mgjority of the respondents
(76.00 %) were from medium mass media exposure. Mgjority of the respondents (67.00 %) were from
medium benefits availed. Majority of the respondents (44.00 %) were from neutral attitude towards
agricultural technology management agency. Majority of respondents (52.00 %) reported that the
technology provided by ATMA is costly wasthe main problem. Mgjority (44.00 %) of the beneficiaries
had neutral attitude towards agricultural technology management agency. Information regarding the
relationship between the independent and dependant variable the data were subjected to correlation
analysis. It was observed that education (0.233), land holding (0.225), had positive and significant
relationship with attitude of beneficiaries at 0.05 level of significant towards ATMA. and extension
contact (0.346), mass media exposure (0.281), and benefitsavailed (0.476) had positive and significant
relationship with attitude of beneficiariesat 0.01 level of significant towardsATM A and annual income
(0.029), socio-economic status (0.147) were positively non-significant whereas age (-0.013), social
participation (-0.025) showed the negative and non significant rel ationship with attitude of beneficiaries
towardsATMA.. The data indicated that most of beneficiaries (52.00 %) reported that the technology
provided by ATMA is costly which was the main problem.
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BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES in 28 districts in seven states. viz,, Andhra
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Extensionreformin Indiawas pil ot tested Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh,
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Maharashtra, Orissaand Punjab from 1998 to 2005. This
successful experiment served as basis to launch the
scheme support to state extension programmes for
extension reform in the year 2005 to 2006. It was
expanded and strengthened comprehensive in the year
2010. Coverage of the schemewasincreased in aphased
manner. It is currently operational in 639 Districts and
the remaining rural districts are also proposed to be
covered.

Villagerswho are participating fully in aprogramme
are more willing to commit themselves and their
resourcesto agriculture devel opment. Another important
reason for community participation is that, it may be
essential to the sustainability of the programme or
devel opment. Community participation providesaseries
of additional benefits for community members through
their own experience; they learnto plan, find solution to
their problems, teach other and organize themselves to
work together. They learn skills such ashow to give and
take and how to correct each other without causing
offence-skill sthat are essential to acommunity informing
and managing their own organization successfully.

Objectives of the study:

— Tostudy the profile of beneficiaries.

— To study attitude of beneficiaries towards
ATMA.

— Tofind out the rel ationship between the profile
of beneficiarieswith their attitude towardsATMA.

— Tostudy constraintsfaced by beneficiarieswhile
availingfacilitiesunder ATMA.

RESOURCES AND METHODS

Thisstudy was conducted in Amravati and Bhatkuli
tehsil of Amravati district in Vidarbha region of
Maharashtra state. For the list of beneficiaries working
under concern ATMA project wasAmravati districtsand
100 respondents were selected randomly from this list.
Anexploratory research design was used for the present
investigation. The object of the present study wasmainly
to study the attitude of beneficiariestowardsagricultural
technol ogy management agency. FromAmravati district
twotehsil were selected randomly. FromAmravati district,
Amravati and Bhatkuli tehsil were selected and from
each tehsil five villages were selected randomly. From
selected villages 10 beneficiariesfrom each village were
selected randomly. Thusthetotal 100 beneficiarieswere

the sample for the study.

Profile of respondents like age, education, land
holding, annual income, social participation, extension
contact, socio-economic status, mass mediaexposureand
benefitsavailed, were consideredinthisstudy. Thesimple
statistical mean, standard deviation and correl ation were
used to identify relation between attitude and profile of
beneficiaries.

OBSERVATIONS AND ANALYSIS

The findings of the study as well as relevant
discussion have been summarized under the following
heads:

Relation analysis:

In order to find out the relationship of the selected
characteristics of beneficiaries with their attitude,
correlation co-efficient were worked out. The findings
are presented in Table 1.

Table 1 Correlation co-efficient between independent
characteristicsand attitude of ATMA

Sr. No. Independent variables Correlation co-efficient

1. Age -0.0134"°

2. Education 0.2334*

3. Land holding 0.2254*

4. Annual income 0.0292N%

5. Social participation -0.0253"°

6. Extension contact 0.3469”

7. Socio-economic status 0.1472N¢

8. M ass media exposure 0.2811"

9 Benefits availed 0.4768"

* and ** indicate significance of value at P=0.05 and 0.01, respectively
NS= Non-significant

Information regarding the rel ationship between the
independent and dependant variable, the data were
subjected to correlation analysis. It was observed that
education (0.233), land holding (0.225), had positive and
significant relationship with attitude of beneficiaries at
0.05 level of significant towards ATMA. and extension
contact (0.346), mass media exposure (0.281), and
benefits availed (0.476) had positive and significant
relationship with attitude of beneficiariesat 0.01 level of
significant towardsATMA. Annual income (0.029), socio-
economic status (0.147) were positively non significant
whereas age (-0.013), social participation (-0.025)
showed the negative and non significant rel ationship with
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attitude of beneficiariestowardsATMA.

The finding of present study isin accordance with
the findings reported by Borah et al. (2013). Similarly
several workers (Barman and Kumar, 2013; Gairt, 2014;
Lohar, 2003; Matwa and Deshmukh, 2014 and Sahu et
al., 2013) also studied different aspects of agricultural
technol ogy management agency.

Conclusion:

Majority of the beneficiarieswerefoundinthemiddie
agegroupi.e. 36to 50 years. Mgjority of thebeneficiaries
had higher school level 8"to 10". Mgjority of the
beneficiarieswerein small (1.01 to 2.00 ha) category of
land holding. Mgjority of the beneficiarieswerein medium
50,001 to 1,00,000 category of annual income. Mgjority
of the beneficiaries were from medium social
participation group. Mgjority of the beneficiaries were
from medium level extension contact. Majority of the
beneficiaries were from medium level socio-economic
status. Majority of the beneficiaries from medium mass
mediaexposure. Mgjority of the beneficiarieswerefrom
medium benefits availed. Mgjority of the beneficiaries
were from neutral attitude towards agricultural
technol ogy management agency. Mgjority of beneficiaries
reported that the technol ogy provided by ATMA iscostly
which was the main problem.
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