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Determining youth askey stakeholder inagriculture
and allied sectors- apanaceato curb theexodus of
farmyouth

l M. ANAMICA AND P. LAVANYA

SUMMARY : Agriculture plays a critical role in future food security of our country. With global
expectations, it should play ahuge role in feeding the world population, which will likely exceed nine
billion by 2050. Engaging rural youth in agriculture is the only key to meet the world’s food crisis. But
the perceptible unenthusi astic attitude of rural youth towardsagricultureisareal concern and challenge
to the future of agriculture in India. Considering this point of view, a study was conducted among 160
migrant rural youths and 40 non migrant rural youth with agricultural background. The empowerment
needs demanded by them to return and retain in agriculture were earthed out in order to develop a
perspective model on youth as key stakeholder in agriculture and allied sector. Technological needs
like training on entrepreneurial skill development (86.87%), training on effective farm management
(83.75%) and social empowerment needslike creation of credit and loan schemefor youthin agriculture
(96.87%), formation of farm youth self hel p groups (90.62%) werethe vital empowerment needsessential
for the migrant rural youth to actively get involved in agriculture. For non migrant rural youth,
technological needslike training on post harvest technol ogies (100%), training on farm diversification
(95.00%) and socia empowerment needs like inclusion/participation in programme planning related to
agriculture and rural development (100%), creation of credit and loan scheme for the youth in agriculture
(92.50%) were the foremost required empowerment needs.
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their back on agriculture is alarmingly
increased. They are moreinterested in going
to cities for acquiring necessary skills for
getting jobsin companiesor corporate sector.
Limited access to markets, assets, finance
and infrastructurein rural areas, coupled with
rapid growth and opportunitiesin urban areas

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

Rura youth is an important and vital
segment of human resourcesin agriculture as
they are the constructors of the future rural
community. Their role in development of
agriculture and rural economy isimperative.
But the rising number of rural youth turning
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increasingly makes citiesthe obviouschoiceinthe search
for a better life. But farming is critical to future food
security, with global expectationsthat it can and should
play ahugerolein feeding the world population, which
will likely exceed nine billion by 2050. The exodus of
rural youth means fewer small-scal e farmers, today and
tomorrow. Considering thisissue, the present study has
been conducted with the following obj ectives.

—  Todetermine the empowerment needs of fully and
partially migrated rural youth for attracting and
retaining them back in agriculture.

— To determine the empowerment needs of non
migrant rural youth for retaining themin agriculture

—  Todevelop a perspective model on “Youth As Key
Stakeholder in Agriculture and Allied Sectors’
(YAKSHA)

RESOURCES AND METHODS

Selection of study srea and respondents :

The research was carried out in Coimbatore and
Tirupur districts of Tamil Nadu by adopting an ex post
facto research design during 2012-13. Coimbatore and
Tirupur districtswere selected asthey are the mgjor hubs
of industrial activity, specifically manufacturing, indicating
theinflux of labourers from around the region and even
other states. Tirupur standsthird and Coimbatore stands
fourth in Tamil Nadu in receiving the immigrants. The
population decadal growth of Tirupur increased from
25.30 per cent to 28.70 per cent in 2001-11, while for
Coimbatoreit hasincreased from 17.00 per cent t0 19.10
per cent (Census, 2011). Thereason behind theincreased
population decadal growth isthe prospect of migration
in search of employment in these districts. On the
prospect of agriculture, Coimbatore and Tirupur holdsa
net sown area of 180185 haand 194079 ha, respectively
(Season and Crop report of Tamil Nadu, 2010). They
relatively possessed aconsiderable areaunder agriculture
when compared to the other districtsthat were found to
have a high popul ation decadal growth (Kancheepuram,
Thiruvallur, Madurai and Sivagangai districts). Thus, the
factors namely, the population decadal growth and the
considerableareaunder agricultureideally supported this
study.

Coimbatoredistrict has 12 blocksand Tirupur district
has 13 blocks, respectively. Two blocks have been
selected from each district and a total of four blocks
were selected based on key information fromthe officials

Agric. Update, 12 (TECHSEAR-10) 2017 :2947-2953

Hind Agricultural Research and Training Institute

of the State Department of Agriculture, area under
agriculture and scope of studying theissue of rural youth
migration. Two revenue villages from each blocks were
selected purposively based on the information provided
by the State Department officials. From each revenue
village, 10 fully migrated rural youth and 10 partially
migrated rural youth with agricultural background were
sel ected based on key informant method. A total sample
of 160 rura youthin the proportion of 80 fully migrated
rural youth and 80 partially migrated rural youth were
interviewed in accordance with the objective. In addition
to it, 40 non migrant rural youth i.e. five from each
revenuevillagewho arefully involved in agriculturewere
asointerviewed to validate the purpose.

Satistical tools used :
Percentage analysis :

Percentage analysiswasused in descriptiveanaysis
for making simple comparisons for calculating
percentages. The frequency of the particular cell was
multiplied by 100 and divided by the total number of
respondents pertaining to particular cell. Percentages
were corrected to two decimal places.

OBSERVATIONS AND ANALYSIS

Theresults obtained from the present study aswell
as discussions have been summarized under following
heads:

Empower ment needs of migrant rural youth to
return back and retain in agriculture:

Having understood the fact that lucrative factorsin
the urban areasinfluencethemigration of therural youth,
itisalso certain that proper developmental initiativesin
the native rural areas may facilitate their retention or
remigration. These developmental initiatives may
predominantly include the need for technology,
infrastructure, capacity building and other growth
perspectives. Table 1 presents the empowerment needs
required by the rural youth that would encourage their
participation and retention in agriculture.

From the above table, it is explicable that ‘training
on entrepreneurial skill development’ (86.87%) wasthe
foremost preferred technological need required by the
rural youth. The capacity building activities related to
entrepreneurial skill development would probably create
a positive image of farming as a dynamic agribusiness
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by which youth can become entrepreneurs. Thus
agribusiness might hold the solution for rural youth exodus
and unemployment in rural areas.

The next preferred technological need was “training
on effective farm management’ which was conveyed
by 83.75 per cent of therural youth. Thewould probably
educate the youth on the art of effective use of farm
resources and the process by which resources and
situations should be manipulated with the available
information in order to achieve the optimal functioning
of the farming systems.

“Training on farm diversification’ was the other
technological need that was reported to be required by
83.12 per cent of the rural youth. This would provide
knowl edge and guide the youth to make suitable changes
in the farming techniques for achieving maximum
productivity in farming by judicious utilization of
agricultural crops and other enterprises suited to a
parti cular agro-climatic conditions, thereby minimizing risk
and uncertainty in agriculture.

The technological need on access of information
related to agricultural marketing was preferred by 80.00
per cent of therural youth. Thiswould helpthemto gain
information about potential marketing linkagesthrough
market news and market intelligence. It would also
facilitate in confident decision making for determining
market opportunity and moving their produces to the
market to fetch higher price.

Nearly 70.00 per cent of the rural youth preferred
thetechnol ogical need on post harvest technologies. This
would enlighten them on the usage of optimum harvest
factors, reduction of losses in handling, packaging,
transportation and storage with modern infrastructure
machinery, processing into a wide variety of products
and home scale preservation with low cost
technology. This would also lead to establishment of
agricultural based rural industries.

Precisely, three-fourth (66.25%) of the rural youth
preferred to get hands on training on contemporary
agricultural technologies. This would strengthen their
insight on various modern agricultural practices like
mai ntenance of sail fertility through the specific provision
of nutrientswhen they are depl eted, machine power and
technology, use of improved genetics for crops and
livestock to enhance yields, use of modern genetic and
other techniques to protect plants and livestock from
competing diseases, insects, drought, salinity and other
threats.

Finally, technological need on farm mechanisation
was preferred by 60.62 per cent of the rural youth. This
would enhance their expertise on improved farm
implements and machinery used for different farm
operations and timeliness of operations. It would also
serve asthe best solution to increase the productivity of
land and | abour along with reduction in loss of produce
and drudgery of farmer.

Table 1: Empower ment needs of migrant rural youth

No,  Emponement noci No o9 o % Rk
Technological needs
1. Training on contemporary agricultural technol ogies 62 7750 44 5500 106 66.25 VI
2. Training on entrepreneurial kill development 59 7375 80 100 139 86.87 |
3. Training on effective farm management 69 8625 65 8125 134 8375 I
4. Training on post harvest technologies 48 60.00 67 8375 115 7187 \%
5. Training on farm mechanisation 39 4875 58 7250 97 60.62 VIl
6. Training on farm diversification 80 100 53 66.25 133 83.12 11
7. Training on access of information related to agricultural marketing 53 6625 75 9375 128 80.00 v
Social empower ment needs
1. Access to productive agricultural resources 56 7000 43 5375 99 61.87 v
2. Agro - Industrial modernization 41 5125 54 6750 95 590.37 \%
3. Formation of farm youth self help groups 72 9000 73 9125 145 90.62 Il
4. Creation of credit and 0an scheme for youth in agriculture 75 9375 80 100 155 96.87 |
5. Inclusion/Participation in programme planning related to agriculture and rural 63 7875 71 88.75 134 8375 11

development

*Multiple responses
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With respect to social empowerment needs,
‘creation of credit and loan scheme for youth in
agriculture’, was the top most empowerment need
required by 96.87 per cent of rural youth. The building
of ingtitutionsbased on the principle of cooperativeswould
go along way in addressing the problem of waning credit
and|oan availability for economic activitiesin the primary
sector.

Formation of farm youth self help groups was the
next empowerment need required by 90.62 per cent of
therural youth. Self Help Groups arethe key strategy to
achieve financial inclusion on a significant scale. The
formation of cooperative and local youth organizations
in farming would make youth become an integral part of
an economic activity thus paving a way out to the
constraint of lack of finance.

Inclusion/participationin programme planning rel ated
toagriculture and rural development wasthe subsequent
empowerment need expressed by 83.75 per cent of the
rural youth. Organizationa effortslike SHGs, youth clubs,
cooperative societies etc., would create space for the
rural youth to debate on issues and participate directly
orindirectly inlocal and national priority setting, budget
formation, and delivery of basic thus integrating farm
youthinto development.

Thiswasfollowed by the other social empowerment
need namely ‘access to productive agricultural resources’
for more than 60.00 per cent of the respondents. Access
to productive agricultural resources like water for
irrigation and livestock production, etc and access to

productive common property resourceslike poromboke
lands, lands committed to nonagricultural useand grazing
land along with would enhance self-esteem and
confidence level of rura youth with very small land
holdings. Thus control over productive assets would
create asense of belonging and owing which inturn would
enhancetheir strong participation in agriculture.

Thefinally preferred social empowerment need was
‘agro - industrial modernization” which was reported by
59.37 per cent of the rural youth. The establishment of
industries, factoriesand agro-businessesin therural areas
would serve as a means through which the primary
produce can be processed into semi or finished goods.
The creation of advanced storagefacilitiesin rural areas
would also hel p thefarm youth to sell their produce at a
more competitive price to the available industries and
even for export.

Thefindingsare quite similar to the study conducted
by Nnadi et al. (2012).

Empower ment needs of non migrant rural youth to
remain retained in agriculture :

Theempowerment needsrequired by therural youth
involvedin agriculture were collected based on aclosed
question format. The responses were subjected to
percentage analysis and the multiple responses were
ranked accordingly. The findings are tabulated in Table
2.

It could be construed from the above table that
training on post harvest technologies (100%) was the

Table 2 : Empower ment needs of non migrant rural youth (n=40)

Sr. No. Empowerment needs No. % Rank
Technological needs
1. Training on contemporary agricultural technologies 31 77.50 \%
2. Training on entrepreneurial skill development 37 92.50 11
3. Training on effective farm management 30 75.00 VI
4, Training on post harvest technol ogies 40 100 |
5. Training on farm mechani sation 19 47.50 VII
6. Training on farm diversification 38 95.00 1
7. Training on access of information related to agricultural marketing 35 87.50 v
Social empower ment needs
1. Accessto productive agricultural resources 17 42.50 \%
2. Agro - Industrial modernization 21 52.50 v
3. Formation of farm youth self help groups 23 57.50 11
4. Creation of credit and oan scheme for youth in agriculture 37 92.50 I
5. Inclusion/Participation in programme planning related to agriculture and rural development 40 100 |
*Multiple responses
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prime technological need required by the rura youth
involved in agriculture. Thiswould help the farm youth
to enhance the quality of the farm produce and make it
readily marketable. On the macro level, it would also
generate employment, reduce poverty and stimulate
growth of other related economic sectors.

Training on farm diversification was the subsequent
technological need preferred by 95.00 per cent of the
rural youth involved in agriculture. Thiswould stabilize
and enhance the farm income, increase employment
opportunities and conserve the natural resources in the
rural aress.

More than 90.00 per cent of the respondents
conveyed training on entrepreneurial skill devel opment
to be their preferred technological need. This would
facilitate the successful value-added agricultural business
development of the farm youth. 1t would also unleash
the creativity and innovation of rural youth.

Thiswasfollowed by thetechnol ogical need related
to market information and market intelligence namely
‘training on access of information related to agricultural
marketing’ (87.50%). This would support the marketing
decision making and marketing efforts of the young
farmers thus increasing their ability to use the most
appropriate channelsfor aprofit.

Thetechnol ogical need on contemporary agricultural
technol ogies was preferred by more than three-fourth
(77.50%) of therural youth involved in agriculture. The
fusion of modern agricultural technologies with the
traditional ones would improve the farm efficiency
thereby paving way for a promising farm income.

Exactly three-fourth (75.00%) of the respondents
conveyed training on effective farm management to be
their ideal technological need. Thiswould guidetheyoung
farmerson effective decision makingin farming business
that may be related with either cost minimizing or
production maximizing issues, asthefarm profit depends
upon thetotal costsincurred in the farming.

Finally, training onfarm mechani sation waspreferred
by 47.50 per cent of the respondents. M echanization of
farmswould probably improvethe production efficiency
and it would also act as an alternative when labour
shortage and labour wages are active constraints.

Concerning the social empowerment needs,
‘inclusion/participation in programme planning related to
agriculture and rural development (100%) was the
foremost empowerment needsrequired by therura youth.

Thus a forum that promotes the participation of youth
and youth organi zationsin gaining control over their lives
in their community and larger society would encourage
their retention in their home community.

Creation of credit and |oan schemefor theyouthin
agriculture (92.50%) and formation of farm youth self
help groups (57.50%) were the subsequent social
empowerment needs required by the respondents since
it would resolvethe crisis of insufficient accessto credit
fecilities.

A considerable number of rura youth conveyed agro
- industrial modernization (52.50%) and ‘access to
productive agricultural resources’ (42.50%) to be their
required socia empowerment needs.

Unless certain measures are taken to eliminate
the associated constraintsin agricultural sector it would
be difficult to stimulate the sustainable interest of rural
youth towards agriculture. Thus essential strategies
should be executed to satisfy the empowerment needs
of rural youth which inturn would facilitate them to
exploretheir full potential in agricultural production.

Prescriptive model on motivating “Youth As Key
Stakeholder in Agriculture and Allied Sectors’ -
(YAKSHA)

This prescriptive model (Fig.1) was constructed
based on the contents derived from the field experiences
and major research outcomes. This holistic model on
motivating youth as key stakeholdersin agriculturewas
framed with the following components namely
—  Enabling environment, family and community

structures
—  Youth oriented agricultural extension
—  Youth education and learning
—  Youth enterprise and entrepreneurship

The purpose of this model was to recommend
actions and initiatives that various stakeholders could
pursue to encourage the active engagement of youth in
agriculture. The stakeholdersincorporated in the model
are asfollows.

- Family and community

—  Central and State Government

—  StateAgricultura Universities

- State Department of Agriculture

—  Micro-credit ingtitutions and nationalized banks
—  Privatesectorsin agriculture

- Non Governmental Organisations

—  Information Communication Media
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Dissemination of reliable technological and market information

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY

Infor mation
Communication Media

e

-

- Transfer of traditional farming knowledge
and ills

- Make resources available for youth to
venture into  semi-commercial  or

Enabling environment,
family and community

commercial farming
- Involve youth in community decision-
makina

|

Establishment of rural agricultural poly
techniques

Development of information systems for
effective ToT

Capacity building - advanced trainings
in primary and secondary agriculture
Development of micro-business models
infarming

Youth education and
learning

T

- Develop and srengthen youth oriented
agricultural extension services

- Formation of Y outh Advisory Committee

- Improve co-ordination between relevant
minigtries, private sector and NGOs

- Facilitate regular dialogue, joint planning
and implementation between extension
service providers

- Promotion of agro eco-tourism

Youth oriented agricultural
extension

STATE DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE

- Impart knowledge and = technical
proficiency
- Coordination of agribusiness

development initiatives

- Interventions to mitigate the impact of
climate change

- Promotion of ancillary agriculture
activities

| Youth enterprise and
entrepreneurship

in

- Affordable financia  packages
agricultural lending for investment in
agri-business and small-scale processing
units

Fig. 1:

The recommendations of this prescriptive model
suggests the need for a concerted effort at the family,
community, regional and national level to mainstream the
rural youth and encouragetheir participationinagricultural
activitiesand enterprises. It highlightstherole of various
stakeholders of agriculture in articulating a new vision
of agriculture that can be attractive to therura youth. It
emphasi zes the need for ensuring their participation in
every step of planning, implementation, monitoring and
evaluation initiatives related to agriculture and allied
sectors. It accentuates the need for providing them with
the necessary skills, accessto and control over resources
in order to enablethemto fulfill their individual, family
and community needs through a career in agriculture.
Thusthis prescriptive would serve as an effective entry
point for framing youth oriented policiesto scientifically
transform and revitalize the agricultural sector.
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Non Gover nmental
Organisations

Advocacy for policy changes
Advice on agricultural risks and management
Strengthening youth SHGs and interest groups

- Make agricultural  inputs  and
agricultural market information available
at affordable prices

- Advocacy for policy changes

Prescriptive model on motivating 'youth as key stakeholders in agriculture and allied sectors' - YAKSHA

Conclusion :

Thisstudy on determining youth as key stakehol der
in agriculture and allied sectors will support the policy
makers, planners and development professionals have
aninsight into thethe unfulfilled requirements of agrarian
rural youth. The perspective model on ‘“YAKSHA —
Youth As Key Stakeholders in Agriculture and Allied
Sectors’ would enlighten them to formulate special
agricultural policiesfocusing on agrarian rural youth and
thereby devel op strategi esto empower them, attract them
and retain them in agriculture and thus ensuring a
promising futurefor themin India.
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