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Congraintsfaced by theNagaKing chilli gowersin
M okokchung digtrict of Nagaland

Bl PIJUSH KANTI BISWAS, KERIMENLA AND RAJIB DAS

SUMMARY : The ex-post facto study was conducted in M okokchung district of Nagaland to know the
problem faced by the Naga King Chilli growers in Mokokchung district of Nagaland”. Further 140
farmerswere selected from different villagesin two different blocks under Mokokchung. Resultsrevea ed
fromthe study that lack of proper post harvest storage of Naga King chilli (90.00 %) was found the most
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problematic areafaced by majority of the NagaKing chilli growers.
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BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

Chilli (Capsicumsp.) isone of the most
valuable crops of India. The crop is grown
largely for its fruits all over the India. It is
used asaprincipleingredient of variouscurries
and chutneys. It is also used for vegetables,
spices, condiments, suces and pickles. Dry
chilliesare used for curry powder. Red col our
in chilli is due to “Capsanthin”. Pungency in
chillies is due to the active constituent
“Capsaicin”, an alkaloid, is extracted from
chillies and used to medicine. Chilli can be
grown in awiderange of soilsbut black soils
which retain moisture for long periods are
suitablefor rainfed crop whereaswell drained
soils, deltaic soils and sandy loams are good
under irrigated conditions. It is a plant of
tropical and sub-tropical region and it grows
well in warm and humid climate and a

temperature of 20-25°C. Chilli constitutes
important nutritional value, flavour, aroma,
texture and colour. Chillies havelow sodium
anditischolesterol freeand dsorichinvitamin
A, C, E, and agood source of potassium and
folic acid. Fresh green chilli peppers contain
more vitamin C than citrus fruits and fresh
red chilli has more vitamin A than carrot.
TheNagaKing Chilli mainly belongsto
the species Capsicum Chinense Jaqc.
However, it has been reported that the chilli
isanaturally occurring hybrid and occupiesa
taxonomic position between C. chinense and
C. frutescens, clustering more closely with
C. chinense group. The plant is a self
pollinated species, but considerable cross
pollination (upto 10%) may occur in presence
of high insect population and this behaves as
asemi-perennia plant if grown under optimal
condition. The plant and fruit charactersal so
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show wide variability (Meetei et al., 2016).

Thenorth-eastern regions of Indiahave diverse hot-
spot for growing chillies. Among thevariouschilliesgrown
inthe north-eastern statesthe Nagaking chilli isfamous
for its pungency to worldwide. Traditionally in Nagaland,
NagaKing chilli are grown in burned bamboo soilswhile
jhumming and also in kitchen gardens with some organic
manuressuch asFY M, poultry droppings, etc. However,
on large scale cultivation, traditional methods are not
applicable (Sharma, 2016). Since Naga King Chilli isa
potential and most demandable crop especially for
Nagaland also production level isvery less. Farmers of
Naga and facing various problemsand, therefore, astudy
has been undertaken to know the “problem faced by the
Naga King Chilli growers in Mokokchung district of
Nagaland”.

RESOURCES AND METHODS

M okokchung district of Nagaland iswell knownfor
growing Naga King Chilli. The district has six blocks
and out of these two blocks viz., Ongpangkong South

and Kobulong were selected for the present study.
Further two villagesviz., Longkhum and Sungratsu were
selected from the selected blocks. The ex-post facto
research design is selected to conduct the study. A total
number of 140 farmers were selected for personal
interview toidentify their problems.

The primary data were collected from the selected
farmers by persona interview method and secondary
datawere collected from books, journals etc.

OBSERVATIONS AND ANALYSIS

Theresults obtained from the present investigation
as well as relevant discussions have been summarized
below:

Production problems faced by Naga King chilli
growers:

All the selected Naga King chilli growers were
interviewed to identify the problems facing by them.
Important problemswereidentified andincluded in Table
1. These problems were further sub-divided into three

Table 1: Problems faced by Naga King chilli growers (n=140)
Sr. No. Problems Freguency Percentage Rank
1. Production
Poor fertility of soil 37 26.43 VI
High cost of fertilizer 96 68.57 |
Occurrence of pests and diseases 20 64.28 11
Lack of knowledge of scientific crop production 51 36.43 Vi
Lack of knowledge for suitable variety 13 9.28 VIII
Non-availability of quality seed 62 44.29 v
Inability to purchase modern agricultural implements 59 42.14 \%
Lack of irrigation fecilities 94 67.14 I
2. Economical
High cost of agricultural chemicals 106 75.71 I
Non-availability of timely credit facilities 84 60.00 v
Non-availability of labour during peak period 95 67.85 11
Low selling price 47 3357 VI
Non-availability of processing industries (Value addition) 80 57.14 Y
Lack of financial subsidies 108 77.14 |
3. Marketing
Lack of proper post harvest storage of Naga chilli 126 90.00 |
High price fluctuation in market 114 81.42 I
Lack of transportation facilities 91 65.00 11
Problem of grading 68 48.57 VI
Lack of co-operative societies 25 17.85 VII
Lack of Government support price 85 60.71 v
Lack of market information 77 55.00 V
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categories viz., production, economic and marketing
problems. Among the production problems high cost of
fertilizer was found the most problem area which was
expressed by 96 farmers out of 140 farmersfollowed by
lack of irrigation facilities was problem for 94 farmers,
occurrence of pests and diseases by 90 farmers, non-
availability of quality seed by 62 farmers, inability to
purchase modern agricultural implementsby 59 farmers,
lack of knowledge of scientific crop production by 51
farmers, poor fertility of soil by 37 farmers and lack of
knowledge for suitable variety was expressed by 13
farmers.

Economic problems faced by Naga King chilli
growers:

Among the various economic problems lack of
financial subsidieswasfound most problematic areaand
was expressed by 108 farmers followed by 106 farmers
said they arefacing problemsfor high cost of agricultural
chemicals, 95 farmers said they have problem for non-
availability of labour during peak period, 84 farmerssaid
they have problems for non-availability of timely credit
facilities, 80 farmers said non-availability of processing
industries (Value addition) was another problem areaand
only 47 farmers said they have problem for low selling
price.

Marketing problems faced by Naga King chilli
growers:

The farmers have various problems like lack of
proper post harvest storage of Naga chilli, high price
fluctuation in market heavy commission charges, lack of
transportation facilities, problem of grading, lack of co-
operative societies, lack of Government support price
and lack of market information’s were analysed and
ranked following highest problem areato thelowest. The
overal results are presented in the following Table 1.
Lack of warehouse/ go down for proper storage of Naga

chilli was found the most problematic area under this
category and expressed by 126 farmers (Dangore et al .,
2015).

Conclusion :

The present study was conducted in Mokokchung
district of Nagaland. Constraintsfound during pre-testing
structured. Relevant information was collected through
asurvey method withthe help of pre-tested questionnaire.
The frequency and percentage of each constraint were
worked out to measure the constraints encountered by
the respondents. On the basis of results obtained from
the study, following conclusions are drawn. Overall lack
of proper post harvest storage of Naga chilli was found
the most problematic area expressed by 126 farmers
followed by lack of financia subsidieswas expressed by
108 farmersand high cost of agricultural chemicalswas
found problem areawhich was expressed by 106 farmers
out of 140 farmersunder production problem.
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