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BABSTRACT : Indiaisfacing now-a-daysisachievinginclusive growth and proper strategy to
revive Indian agriculture. The farm population has been waiting patiently year after year for a
‘new deal’ for agriculture. Doubling agricultural growth is the immediate challenge. However, the
package of the recent strategy and efforts seems to be incremental, rather than a holistic for
reviving agriculture. Present study was conducted in Gurgaon division of Haryana state and
two districtsfrom Gurgaon divisioni.e. Rewari and Mahendragarh were selected randomly. From
selected two blocks Jatusana and Kanina, four villages (two from each block) Dahina and
Maseet from Jatusana and K akrala and Rambas from K anina were selected randomly. From the
selected villages asample of 75 small and marginal farm families from was drawn randomly to
make the total sample size of 300 farm families. The results depicted that in Mahendergarh
district main opportunity available to the farm families ‘Related to household’ was in the form of
livestock husbandry, educated family members and skill enhancement with highest average
weighted mean score 1.79, rank | followed by ‘Provided by the government’ (Rank 1l, WMS
1.71), respectively.
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griculture being the main source of rural

employment for small and marginal farmers, it

is necessary to develop a suitable farming
system which can generate year-round employment and
substantial incometo sustaintheir livelihood. However,
increasing agricultural production on small farmsis a
challenge because even under well established irrigated
conditions, the growth of the agriculture sector itself has
been almost stagnant for the last 8-10 years. Therefore,
we need to take afresh look at the present scenario and

plan for another Green Revolution with anew focus. On
the contrary, there are many voluntary organisations
working at regional and national levels who have
dedicated their servicesfor thewelfare and devel opment
of the community. These voluntary agencies have
necessary skills and capable human resourcesto assess
the problems of the poor and identify suitable
interventionsto solvetheir problems. Proper planningis
essential right from the inception of the programme to
build strong grassroot level people’s organisations to
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manage the programme with least dependence on
outsiders. The next step is to shift from the role of a
development organisation to a service provider, where
the participants demand various services on payment of
reasonabl e fees, instead of accepting whatever isgiven
to them. This helpsin sustainability of the programme,
beyond the project period. To insure the sustainable
viability of marginal and small farmers, the creation of
new job opportunitiesin rural areas along with suitable
policy support for development of livestock sector and
alied activities would be panacea for resource poor
farming community in future. Hence, in this study, an
attempt was madeto delineate thelivelihood opportunities
of small and marginal farmfamiliesin Gurgaon division
Haryana state

B RESEARCH METHODS

The study was conducted in Haryana state and it
hasbeen divided into four division- Hisar division, Rohtak
division, Ambala division and Gurgaon division. The
present study was conducted in Gurgaon division which
comprises Faridabad, Gurgaon, Mahendragarh, Mewat,
Palwal, Rewari district. Out of fivedistricts, two districts
from Gurgaon division i.e. Rewari and Mahendragarh
were selected randomly. One block from each district
viz., Jatusana block from Rewari district and Kanina
block from Mahendergarh district, were selected
randomly. From selected two blocks Jatusana and
Kanina, four villages (two from each block) Dahinaand
Maseet from Jatusana and Kakrala and Rambas from
Kanina were selected randomly.

Fromthe sel ected villages a sample of 75 small and
marginal farm familiesfromwas drawn randomly. Thus
atotal of 300 respondents were selected randomly. For
the measurement of this variable a schedule was
developed by the researcher. Opportunities related to
livelihood weredivided into different categoriesconsiders
all thefactors effecting farm families most probably all
thesefactorsaretaken according to their suitablepriority.
Opportunitiesweredivided in four categories provide by
government, related to farm practices, related to
household, and related to community resources.
Responses were obtained on three point continuum i.e.
mostly, sometimes, never with scores 3, 2 and 1,
respectively. Data was collected with the help of pre -
structured interview schedule by the investigator from
head of household of farm families. Statistical tools
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frequency, percentages, weighted mean scores and
ranking were applied for data analysis.

B RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Theresults obtained from the present investigation
as well as relevant discussion have been summarized
under following heads:

Livelihood opportunities perceived by farm
familiesin Rewari district:

There are many government and institutional
opportunities which enable small and marginal farmers
toraiseagricultura productivity and increase their income
tosustain livelihood. It was evident from Table 1 that in
Rewari district main opportunity available to the farm
families ‘Related to household’ was in the form of
livestock husbandry, educated family members and skill
enhancement with highest average weighted mean score
1.74, rank | followed by opportunities ‘Related to
community resources’(Rank I, WMS1.66) with an
availability of efficient management of water resources,
community land and development of wastelands, *Related
to farm practices’ (Rank Ill, WMS1.64) having
enhancement of soil quality, use of organic farming,
diversification of agriculture, food processing, cultivation
of medicinal herb and vermicomposting its sub aspects.

The opportunities provided by the government
ranked 1V with WMS 1.63, respectively along with
accessihility of subsidieson agri-machinery, compensation
provided by government for economic losses,
opportunitiesrelated to vocational training, good extension
services by Department of Agriculture/Agri. Universities
and technological innovations to raise agricultural
productivity asits sub components. The present findings
arein accordance with Singh (2012) who reveal ed that
mai n opportunitiesfor the marginal farmerswere highest
shareof land (68.81%) to dairy activities, crop cultivation
(14.25%), farming of goat and sheep (9.98%) and
farming of other animals (1.94%). Similar findingswere
also examined by Singh et al. (2009) who revealed that
the contribution of variousfactorsin viability of marginal
and small farmers in state Punjab and suggested that
creation of off farm employment opportunities, public
investment to remove regional productivity gap, assuring
remunerative prices of output and up scaling of input
supply to promote dairy and other allied activities should
be made helpful viableto farmers.
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Tablel: Livelihood opportunities perceived by farm familiesin Rewari district (n=150)
Rewari
Sr. Category High (3) Medium Low (1) Weighted  Weighted Rank Average
No. (@) frequency mean weighted
score mean
1 Provided by gover nment
Good extension services by Deptt of agriculture/ 20(13.33) 61 (40.67) 69 (46.00) 251 167 11 1.63
Agril universities
Vocational training opportunities 13(8.67) 70 (46.67) 67 (44.67) 246 164 v
Technological innovations to raise agricultural 3(2.00) 22 (14.67) 125 (83.33) 178 1.19 VI
productivity
Subsidies on agri-machinery 53(35.33) 82(54.67) 15 (10.00) 338 225 |
Compensation for economic losses provided by 22(14.67) 62(41.33) 66 (44.00) 256 1.70 1
government
Provide better market facilities 10 (6.67) 29(19.33) 111 (74.00) 199 133 \Y,
2. Related tofarm practices
Farmers should be enhanced to use the Organic 31(20.67) 59(39.33) 60 (40.00) 271 1.80 I 164
Farming
Diversification of agriculture 11 (7.33) 58 (38.67) 81 (54.00) 230 153 \%
Food processing 17(11.33)  49(32.67) 84 (56.00) 233 155 \%
Cultivation of medicinal herbs - 28(18.67) 122 (81.33) 178 118 \
Vermicomposting 25(16.67)  47(31.33) 78 (52.00) 247 1.65 11
Enhancement of soil quality 52(34.67)  68(45.33) 30 (20.00) 322 214 |
3. Related to household
Skill enhancement 27(18.00) 59(39.33) 64 (42.67) 263 175 1 174
Educated family members 13(8.67) 65 (43.33) 72 (48.00) 241 1.60 1l
Livestock husbandry 34(22.67) 63(42.00) 53(35.33) 281 1.87 |
4. Related to community resour ces
Community land 39(26.00) 88(58.67) 23(15.33) 316 211 | 1.66
Efficient management of water resources 7 (4.67) 29(19.33) 114 (76.00) 193 1.29 11
Devel opment of wastelands 3 (2.00) 80 (53.33) 67 (44.67) 236 157 Il

Livelihood opportunities perceived by farm
families in Mahendergarh district:

Thedatain Table 2 indicatesthat in Mahendergarh
district main opportunity available to the farm families
‘Related to household” was in the form of livestock
husbandry, educated family members and skill
enhancement with highest average wei ghted mean score
1.79, rank | followed by ‘Provided by the government’
(Rank 11, WM S 1.71), respectively ashaving accessibility
of subsidieson agri-machinery, compensation provided
by government for economic losses, opportunitiesrel ated
to vocational training, good extension services by
Department of Agriculture/Agri. Universities and
technological innovationsto raiseagricultural productivity.
And opportunity ‘Related to community resources’(Rank
I, WMSL1.66 ) asavailability of efficient management
of water resources, community land and devel opment
of wastelands, ‘Related to farm practices’ followed by
opportunity ‘Related to farm practices’ (Rank IV,
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WM S1.62), respectively a ong with enhancement of soil
quality, use of organic farming, diversification of
agriculture, food processing and cultivation of medicina
herbs and vermicomposting. The most of the families
were utilizing different opportunities like related to
government like subsidies on agri machinery, household
opportunities, and farm practices in the form of
diversification, vermicomposting and community
resources directly or indirectly. Thefindingsareinline
with the study of Bhargava (2015) who concluded that
Indian government had an important rolein the growth
and development of agriculture sector in the means of
agricultural input subsidies such as seeds, fertilizers,
electricity, irrigation and credit. Venkatesh et al. (2017)
also revealed that 71.25 per cent of respondent farmers
view thelevel of benefitsof agricultural input subsidies
at moderate level followed by high level (19.25%) and
low level (9.50%).
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Table?2: Livelihood opportunities per ceived by farm familiesin Mahendergarh district (n=150)

Sr. Category Mahendergarh

No. High (3) Medium Low (1) Weighted Weighted Rank  Average

2 frequency mean weighted
score mean

1 Provided by gover nment
Good extension services by Deptt of agriculture/ 28(18.67) 72 (48.00) 50(33.33) 278 1.85 11 171
Agril universities
Vocational training opportunities 27 (18.00)  79(52.67) 44 (29.33) 283 1.89 1
Technological innovations to raise agricultural 7 (4.67) 28(18.67)  115(76.67) 192 1.28 VI
productivity
Subsidies on agri-machinery 59(39.33) 61(40.67)  30(20.00) 329 2.19 I
Compensation for economic losses provided by 21(14.00) 52(34.67) 77 (51.33) 244 1.63 \%
government
Provide better market facilities 12(8.00)  39(26.00) 99 (66.00) 213 142 \

2. Related to farm practices
Farmers should be enhanced to use the Organic 38(25.33) 62(41.33) 50 (33.33) 288 1.92 1 1.62
Farming
Diversification of agriculture 7 (4.67) 48 (32.00) 95 (63.33) 212 141 Y
Food processing 18(12.00) 77(51.33) 55 (36.67) 263 1.75 11
Cultivation of medicinal herbs - 22(14.67) 128(85.33) 172 115 VI
Vermi-composting 13(8.67) 52 (34.67) 85 (56.67) 228 1.52 v
Enhancement of soil quality 40(26.67) 62 (41.33) 48 (32.00) 292 1.95 |

3. Related to household
Skilled enhancement 18(12.00) 49 (32.67) 83 (55.33) 235 157 I 1.79
Educated family members 19(1267) 77(51.33)  54(36.00) 265 1.77 I
Livestock husbandry 49(32.67) 55(36.67) 46 (30.67) 360 2.02 |

4. Related to community resour ces
Community land 48(32.00) 62(41.33) 40 (26.67) 308 2.05 I 1.66
Efficient management of water resources 17(11.33) 38(25.33) 95 (63.33) 222 148 1
Development of wastelands 9(6.00) 52(54.67) 89(59.33) 220 1.45 I
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