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ABSTRACT

Investigation was carried out during the year 2008-09. Multistage sampling design was adopted for selection
of the district, tehsil, villages and farmers. Overall ninety six pearlmillet growers were selected for
present study. The data were collected from the sample farmers by personal interview method with the
help of pretested schedule. The frequency and percentage method was used to analyse the data. The results
revealed that, higher rate of fertilizer (78.13 per cent), low market value of pearimillet (65.53 per cent),
non-availability of fertilizers in time (60.42 per cent), lack of rainfall (55.20 per cent) and non-availability
of labour at time of harvesting (53.12 per cent) were the major constraints of pearlmillet growers. To
over come these constraints, the adoption of organic farming (65.62 per cent), selling of pearImillet through
different types of tasty products (60.42 per cent), adoption of contract system of harvesting (58.33 per cent)
early purchasing of fertilizers with availability at village level (57.29 per cent) were the suggestions of

pearImillet grower.

INTRODUCTION

PearImillet (Pennisetum typhoids)
belongsto thefamily Graminae. The origin of
pearlmillet has been traced to tropical Africa
pearlmillet has a number of advantagesthat it
is the traditional staple cereal crop in
subsistence or low resource agriculturein hot
semi-arid region. It is well adapted to the
production system characterized by drought,
low soil fertility and high temperature. In
Maharashtra state, one-third of the cultivated
areaisunder almost drought prone and famine
hunted. This region receives scanty rainfall,
which is having unpredictable and extremely
variable in which pearlmillet is grown
extensively as staple food crop which has
ability to withstand the adverse condition.
Thoughthe pearlmillet cropisthe maor rainfed
crop and it has some constraints in the
production which are being faced by the
pearlmillet growers. There are problems for
low production but on an overall assessment,
some arethe major areaunder thelow yielding
non-descript varieties. Such type of constraints
of pearlmillet growers can be occurred dueto
non-availability of fertilizers in time, non-
availability of required seed intime, low market
value for pearlmillet and so on. There is
necessity to overcome these constraints
therefore, it hasto take the suggestions of the
farmers. Keeping in view the above aspects,
the present study has been undertaken to know
thecongtraints and the suggestions of pearlmillet

growers.

METHODOLOGY

Beed district was purposively selected for
present study because of higher area under
pearlmillet. Fromthedistrict the Georai tehsil
was selected for the study due to highest area
under pearlmillet. Eight villageswere selected
randomly from the Georai tehsil. Thelist of
pearlmillet growers was obtained from each
of eight villages. From one village, twelve
farmers were randomly selected. In thisway
ninety six pearlmillet growers were selected
for present study. Cross sectional data were
collected from the samplefarmers by personal
interview method with the help of pretested
schedule. Datawererel ated to constraints and
suggestions of pearlmillet growersfor theyear
2008-09. Frequency and percentage method
was used to analyze the data in the present

study.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of the present study aswell
as relevant discussion have been presented in
Table 1 and 2.

Constraints of pearlmillet growers:
Constraintsfaced by pearlmillet growers
were estimated in the form of frequency and
percentage and are presented in Table 1.The
results revealed that, higher rate of fertilizer
was expressed by 78.13 per cent of pearlmillet
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Tablel : Constraints of pearlmillet growers

Table 2 : Suggestions of pearImillet growers ‘ ‘

Constraint Fr(enq:éane)cy Per cent Rank Suggestions Frg\q:g)cy Per cent Rank
1. Non-availability of labour at 51 53.12 \% 1. Useof contract system of 56 58.33 I
the time of harvesting harvesting
2. Higher wages of labour 40 41.66 Vi 2. Adoption of new techniques 37 3854 VIl
3. Low market value for 63 65.63 I of operations for reduction of
pearlmillet human laboures
4. Lack of rainfal 53 55.20 v 3. Seling of pearlmillet through 58 60.42 I
5. Higher rates of fertilizers 75 78.13 I different tasty products
6. Non-availability of creditin 24 25.00 X 4.  Construction of protective 45 46.88 \Y,
time irrigation systemslike
7. Higher seed cost 32 33.33 VII dam/well/watershed through
8. Non-availability of fertilizers 58 60.42 Il Govt.schemes
intime 5. Adoption of organic farming 63 65.62
9. Non-availability of vehiclein 27 28.12 IX by using vermi compost and
timein village for manures
transportation 6.  Provision of loan with low 30 3125 VI
10. Higher rates of transportation 29 3021 VI interest rate by financing
institute
. 7. Provision for low seed cost 38 3958 VI
growers. In next order, low market value of pearlmillet 8 Eal hasing of fertil 55 5799 IV
. . . y purchasing of fertilizers .
was one of the major problem which was expressed by . . :
. and with available at village
65.63 per cent of pearlmillet grower. The reasons for level
low market val ue mi ght be dqe _to less response 'of 9. Creation of roads by Gowt. 28 2017 IX
consur_n_ersfr(_)m gllstance places. Similarly, non-availability and provision of finance for
of fertili zersin timewas also expressed py 60.42 per cent purchasing of means of
of pear_l mi Ilet growers. L'ack of rai nfqll and non- transportation
availabil |'Fy of labour at thgtl me of harvesting were also 10, Provision for low on 2500 X
found major problems which were expressed by 55.20 transportation rates

and 53.12 per cent of pearlmillet growers, respectively.
On the contrary, higher rate for ploughing by tractors,
higher wages of |abour, higher seed cost, low yield from
pearlmillet, non-availability of meansaswell asroadsand
non-availability of credit intimewerea so found important
problem in pearlmillet cultivation. The results are in
conformity with the results obtained by Rao (1998) with
regard to high cost of hybrid seed. Sagar and Singh (1988)
reported that low yielding non-descript varieties of
pearlmillet, high cost of fertilizers, lack of awarenessabout
plant protection were found as major constraints. Gill
and Turton (2001) studied the constrai nts on improvement
in pearlmillet crop and stated that poor soil fertility,
unreliablerainfall, labour scarcity during planting season
were some of the major constraints in pearlmillet
production. Patil (2003) reported the main constraintsin
pearlmillet production likethenon-avail ability of labour in
time, high commission charges, high transportation
charges, fluctuationsin pricesand lack of storagefacilities.

Suggestions of pearlmillet growers:
Suggestions of pearlmillet growerswere cal cul ated
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in the form of frequency and percentage which are
presented in Table 2. It was observed that 65.62 per
cent of the pearlmillet growers suggested the adoption of
organic farming with use of vermicompost, and manures.
In next order, 60.42 per cent of pearlmillet growers
suggested that there should be selling of the produce
through different types of tasty processed products.
Adoption of contract system of harvesting was suggested
by 58.33 per cent of pearlmillet growers. In next order,
early purchasing of fertilizerswith availability at village
level was suggested by 57.29 per cent of pearImillet
growers. Similarly, construction of protectiveirrigation
system like dam / well / watershed through Govt.
schemes, cheap seed cost and adoption of new techniques
of operations for reduction of human laboures was
suggested by 46.88, 39.58 and 38.54 per cent of pearlmillet
growers, respectively. It was clear that some of the
suggestionswere minor but important in which provision
of loan with low interest rate by financing institute was
suggested by 31.25 per cent of the growers followed by
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creation of roads by Govt. and provision of finance for
purchasing of means for transportation (29.17 per cent)
and low rates for transportation (25.00 per cent). Thus,
policy implications can be framed with consideration of
suggestionsof pearmillet growers.
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