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Factorsinfluencing Self-help group membersfor selecting
livestock rearing asan income generating activity

AMIT SINGH AnD S. RAMKUMAR

ABSTRACT : A study on Self-help groups (SHGs) was carried out in Durg district of Chhattisgarh State to highlight the socio-economic status
of the SHGs members, to investigate the various Income generating activitiestaken by the SHG membersand to identify the reason for selecting
livestock as a major source for income. The study shows that majority of the group opting for livestock rearing that to for goat, poultry and
dairy rearing. Thusthree SHGs each from goat farming, dairy farming and poultry farming | GAswere sel ected and all the 36 membersbelonging
to these SHGs formed the respondents of the study. The information was collected through semi structured interview schedule, group
discussion and through personal interview. In addition, the SHGswith livestock rearing as|GA in Durg wereinvolved in-group farming rather
than individual farming. The SHGs were considered asATM (any time money) by the membersto meet their daily expenses, festival expenses
expenditures, which include agricultural operations. The SHGs opted for livestock enterprises mainly because they want to improve their
economic status, want to get additional income, advice of the officials and availability of the grazing land.

KEY WORDS: Income generating activity (IGA), Livestock, Livelihood, Self-help group

How To cITE THIS PAPER : Singh, Amit and Ramkumar, S. (2014). Factors influencing Self-help group members for selecting livestock rearing as an
income generating activity. Res. J. Animal Hus. & Dairy ci., 5(2) : 84-87.

INTRODUCTION

The livestock sector in India provides employment to 19 -

million people (Government of India[ GOI] 2011-12) and over
70 per cent of therural househol ds depend on livestock farming.

Many studiesreveal themultiplerolesof livestock inlivelihoods - X it | g
- sustainablelivelihood avocations. NABARD (1995) described
Livestock offer food security and provide essential nutrients : St GSashomogeneousaffinity of rural poor, voluntarily formed
. to save small amounts out of their emergent credit needs and

of people (Rao and Ramkumar, 2005 and Rangnekar, 2006).

required for the people. It isalso considered asatype of capital
that is both financial and social, as forms of saving or

the formal credit sources such as banks in rural areas,
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particularly for the poor did create avacuum, which wasfilled
up primarily by informal sources of borrowing (like money
lenders).

Self-help groups (SHGs) are becoming increasingly
popular as a tool of intervention to address poverty through

revolving their resources among the members, both for

investment, provide security or insurance for the poor people - consumption and small productions, at such rate of interest,

(Ramkumar and Rao, 2002). Thelack of or inadequate accessto :
- concept of SHGswas proved to be successand had encouraged

. their widespread application across throughout the country. It

period of loans and terms, which the group may decide. The

is acting as a primary mechanism to empower the men and

- women who arewilling to take income generating activity and
. thuscanimprovetheir livelihood (Jakimow and Kilby, 2006).

Gandhi Institute of Veterinary Education and Research, KURUMBAPET

The SHG is a unique approach asit provide both social

- and economic benefit to the people. SHGsenable the members
. to grow their saving and access to easy credit. The approach

had leads to their economic development by indulging themin
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agricultural and non-agricultural activity astheir mgjor IGS. In -
this context livestock is one of the most preferred IGAs by the
SHGs in Chhatisgarh. The specific objectives of the study
investigating the group involved in livestock rearing are (i) to -
know the socio-economic status and functioning of the SHGs
members (i) to identify the reason for selecting livestock asa -
major source for income and (iii) to identify the purpose for -

availingloanfromthe SHG

M ATERIAL AND M ETHODS

of money, internal circulation of money and monthly meetings.

inclusioninthe study. Based on the criteriaproposed by DRDA
in three groups from three different villagesinvolved in dairy,

information was collected from all the members (36 mebers) of

these SHGs. A pre-tested semi structured interview schedule
was prepared for primary data collection. Along with this
focused group discussion, transit walk and observation
technique was used to collect the information. The collected
data was coded and subjected to suitable statistical tool to
draw a meaning conclusion.

REsuLTSAND DiscussionN
The results of the study were classified and presented

. under the socio-economic profile, purpose of availing loan and

The district Durg was purposively selected for the study -
to know about the pattern of SHG progressin the Central Indian -
states. The district is a good sample of the state as about 14
per cent SHGs are concentrated in Durg district. The groups -
were mostly involved (72 %) inlivestock rearing asanimportant :
IGA including poultry rearing. The selection of the group was -
done based on the secondary information provided by officials -
and the evaluation criterialike group meetings, regular deposit
- SHG members. A perusal of Table 1 revealsthat mgjority of the

The SHGs, which were having at | east two-year experience
in the livestock and poultry activity, were considered for

reason for selecting livestock rearing as there magjor IGAs.
Livestock rearing is taken up as an IGA by majority of the
SHGsin Durg district of Chhattisgarh.

Socio-economic profileand functioning of SHG members:
Theresult of socio-economic profile of the memberswere

presented in Table 1. It includesresults about age, caste, family

size, educational level land holding and annual income of the

members belong to middle (55.00 %) age and then to young as
well as old age category. Many youngsters have taken up this

- IGA through SHGs due to intervention of government
. programmeto alleviate poverty and provide employment. The
goat and poultry SHGS were selected for the study. The -

membersinthe group (86.11 %) had amedium family sizewith

- 4-7 and to take care of the fami ly, consistent source of income

Table 1 : Socio-economic profile of the SHG members

Variable Category Frequency Percentage (%)
Age Young (25-34) 7 19.44
Range: 25 - 60 year Middle (35-44) 20 55.56
Mean: 38 Upper middle (45-54) 19.44
Old (more than 55) 5.56
Caste Other backward class 23 63.89
Schedule tribe 13 36.11
Schedule caste 0.00
Family size Small (< 4) 2.78
Range: 4-8 Medium (4-7) 31 86.11
Mean: 6 Large (> 7) 0.11
Education No formal education 3 8.33
Primary 10 27.78
High school 15 41.67
Intermediate 8 22.22
College 0.00
Land holding Landless 13 36.11
Range: 0.2- 3.0 acre Very low (upto 1 acre) 19.44
Mean: 1.4 acre Low (1.1-2.0) 25.00
Medium (Above 2.0) 19.44
Annual income < 17000 18 50.00
Range: 15,250-20,500 17000-19990 12 33.33
Mean: 17,605 Above 20000 6 16.67

Res. J. Animal Hus. & Dairy ci.; 5 (2); (Dec., 2014) : 84-87
HIND AGRICULTURAL RESEAFCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTE



FACTORS INFLUENCING SELF-HELP GROUP MEMBERS FOR SELECTING LIVESTOCK REARING AS AN INCOME GENERATING ACTIVITY

is required and people diversifying their income sources like
of this need. The education level of the group shows that
positive insight to the members making them to join and avail
the benefits from the group.

cent of the SHGs members are having very low land holding.

further state about the low annual income of the members as
about 50.00 per cent were having lessthan Rs. 17,000 income,
whichisfurther acting asamotivating factor to move forwards
to join the group. Similarly the study of Pradan (2005) and
income of the group members has increased making them to
groups to sustain.

Functioning of SHGs:

- fortnight at the particular place preferably at president house.
goat rearing in addition to agriculture labour could be aresult :

They used to discuss the IGAs agenda and to sanction loan to

. the needy member of the group. All the SHGs membersused to
majority of the members (64.00 %) have education up to high -
school or more education. High education had provided the

save Rs. 20/- month in bank. From this amount only they used
to provideloan to the membersat @ Rs. 2 per cent per month.

- SHGs differ in their cohesiveness based on formation and
- operational parameters. Thisis also reflected with the degree
Land holding of the membersisvery low asalmost 50 per :

to which membersare attracted to each other and are motivated

- to stay in the group.
Asdueto low land holding the annual income of the members -
isaso lesswhich isfurther motivating the membersto search
for additional income and making to join the group. Theresult -

Reason for selecting livestock asmajor | GAs:
Lot of factor has been identified from literature for

. selecting agricultural and non-agricultural activity by SHGs
© members(Table2). But only few factors push and motivate the
- SHGsmembersfor sdlecting peculiar IGAswhichwill be helpful
. for their future improvement. The SHGs members choose the
Gangaiah et al. (2006) indicate that after joining the SHG, the -

various | GAs because firstly they want to improve their socio

- economic and livi ng condition as stated by 92.00 per cent.
participate in group activity which in future would help the :
- their decision to choosethe IGAs (Preeti et al., 2008).

They cheap and easily available resource are also effecting

The other factorsinclude to acquire adddditonal income

from IGAs(86.00 %), availability of grazing land for livetock
All the three group used to conduct meeting once a -

rearing (83.00 %) and these activity can adjust with their routine

Table?2: Reasonsfor selecting livestock rearing asan |GA

Sr. No. Factors Number of individual Percentage (%) Rank
1. To improvetheir living status 33 92.00 i.
2. To get additional income 31 86.00 ii.
3. Availability of grazing land and resource 30 83.00 iii.
4. Can adjust with the routine activity 27 75.00 iv.
5. Motivation by experienced persons and veterinary assistant surgeon 25 69.00 V.
6. Easy to take up with less training 21 58.00 vi.
7. Assurance to supply inputs at farm 18 50.00 Vii.
8. Readily available market 17 47.00 viii.
9. Can sdll to local market 12 33.00 iX.
10. Less labour is required 11 31.00 X.

Table 3 : Purpose of availing loan by SHG members

Sr. No. Reasons of availing loan Members * Percentage (%) availing loan
1. Agricultural operations 14 39.00
2. Repairing of roof 8 22.00
3. House hold expenditure 8 22.00
4. Festival celebration 8 22.00
5. Treatment of sick family member 6 17.00
6. Purchase of bullock 3 08.00
7. Purchase of television 3 08.00
8. For paying school fee 2 06.00
9. Purchase of calf 1 03.00
10. For arranging rituals 1 03.00
11. To start acycle repair shop 1 03.00

* Frequency of availing loan
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work (75.00 %). The members involved in rearing one of the -
livestock are mostly subject to select another livestock asan
IGA. The other important factorsaccording to their priority are -
motivation by members, market availability, easy IGAscango -
without any formal training and less labour which make to :
work for their normal routine. Some of thefactorswhicharenot -
encouraging the members in not taking the IGAs was
government policy for livestock insurance and a schedule

training programme before taking any livestock enterprise.

Purposesfor availingloan from SHGs:

members in the group availed loan more than one times.

sowing season to get the inputs.

frommoney lendersat ahigh interest rate Apart from agricultural

farmers from money lenders who charge heavy interest from

like money lender or local shopkeeres(Karmakar, 1999).
Conclusion:

members of SHGs livestock rearing is one of the preferred

to take the activity. Apart from this the IGAs which don’t hamper

members initially perceived that there was no need of formal
training to start the livestock rearing activities, later they all

realized that lack of formal training did affect the economics of
IGA. Theimportant reason for joining the group and take IGA
istoimprovetheir livelihood by earning an additional income.
Hence, it is worthwhile to organize tailor made training
programmesfor themembers of SHGsin the concerned |GA to
enable them to manage it profitably.
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