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The study was conducted on socio-economic status of muslim women in urban areas
of Lakhimpur District in Assam. One hundred twenty muslim women were purposely
selected from two mudlim dominated areas of Lakhimpur District. Theinformation was
gathered with the help of questionnaire cum interview technique. Interview
guestionnaire contained comprehensive questions relate to present study. The data
were presented in tabular form. The study revealed that more than half of muslim
women (67.5%) were below metric. Only 5.83 per cent of women were above metric.
Analysisof literacy amongst muslim women highlights someimportant implicationin
the context of their socio-economic status. The educational backwardness of women
makesthem the largest group hindering the process of social change. | nformation was
obtained about family income which is an important index of the socio-economic
background. It was found that majority of sample household belongs to the monthly
income up to the level of Rs. 10000/- only. It indicates a condition in which a person
fails to maintain a living standard adequate for his physical and mental efficiency in
present day situation. Further it has been found that the economic condition of the
sample household, the majority of themi.e., 51.66 per cent werein poverty linewhich
affectsthewoman most because the female membersin the family are denied education,
healthcare, nutritious food due to poverty. Unhygienic sanitation was also seen
because of poverty. It was seen that lack of education or poor educational status
resulted in the married women depending on their husbands for undertaking any
decisions concerning the family. Poor educational level also affected their awareness
of certain factorsaffecting their lives such asfamily planning, right to information act,
domestic violence laws etc.

INTRODUCTION

financial resources and opportunities in the physical,
economic, social and cultural field. Everywhere in the

Status of Women'’s refers to the position of women
insoci ety inrelation to men. Although geographically men
and women share the same space, yet they are not treated
equally in the world. In redlity there exits inequality in
women’s access to education, health care, physical and

world women are accorded a lower status than men.
Thislower status is reflected not only in their work but
also in their limited access to productive resources and
support services such as health education, survival,
participation in decision making etc.
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It has been noticed that muslim women are worst
affected among women in India. Poverty is not the sole
cause for the plight of muslim women, what seemed to
distinguished muslim women from those of other
communities. Itisincluded therigidity inthe community,
patriarchy, religious leaders and the community’s fear that
they will lose their Islamic identity if they allowed their
children to take up secular education and attempt
especially to prevent their girls from exposure to
modernity. Purdah is distinct feature of muslim women
and education of muslim women is generally restricted
toreligious knowledge. Although muslim girls and boys
are educated in Muktabs (Primary School), Girl’s are
completely absent from Madrasas (School of Higher
learning). llliteracy among them and lack of exposureto
realities adversely affected the socio- educational status
of thecommunity, pushing it further deeper into poverty.
Hence an attempt has been made to examine the socio-
economic status of muslimwomenin Lakhimpur District
of Assamwith thefoll owing objectives so to suggest some
solution that are more practical.

Objectives :
— To examine the educational level of muslim
women.
— To seethe economic status of muslim family.
— To know their awareness about some factors
affectingtheir livessuch asfamily planning, right
to information act, domestic violencelaws etc.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The study was conducted in urban area of Lakhimpur
District of Assam. A sample of randomly selected one
hundred twenty (120) muslim women between the age
group 19-45 yearsweretaken to achieve these objectives.
With aview to ascertaining thefield realitiesthat studied,
a visit to two predominantly muslim-dominated areas
named as Chapori gone and Chandmari under 14 no. ward
of Lakhimpur District was undertaken. Theinformation
was gathered with the hel p of questionnaire cuminterview

technique. Various questions related to socio-economic
status of the muslim families, including their views on
educating girls, their views on Purdah etc. wereincluded
in the questionnaire. The collected data were tabulated
and analyzed to calculate frequency, mean and
percentage.

OBSERVATIONS AND ANALYSIS

The results have been presented under four broad
headlines- educationa status of selected respondents,
income of respondent’s household, economic condition
of respondents household and their awareness about some
factors affecting their lives.

Educational status:

Education is an important variable, which affects
demographic behaviour of people concerning fertility,
mortality, morbidity, malnutrition etc. Education, it is
believed bringsabout social changeinasociety. Therefore,
higher literacy and standard of educational attainment is
a Sne-qua-non for ensuring the socia development of
people. Thehighrateof illiteracy and |ow economic status
of women stress the need for greater attention to their
Economic emancipation. Jean Drese and Amartya Sen
in their book ‘India Economic Development and Social
Opportunity’ regard education and health as valuable to
the freedom of person in at least five distinct ways-
intrinsic importance, instrumental personal roles,
instrumental social roles, instrumental processrolesand
empowerment and distributive roles. Proper use of
increased capability through the attainment of literacy is
instrumental in enlarging people’s income earning and
other opportunities, which can enable them to improve
the quality of life (Decentralized Planning and
Development, Banerjee A., p-298, 2004). Hence, it is
necessary to examinetheliteracy status of muslimwomen
to analyses the problems related to their lives. The
following Table 1 showed the distribution of womenin
variouslevels of literacy.

FromTable 1litisevident that out of total 120 sample,

Tablel: Literacy levels of muslim women

Sr. No. Literacy level No. of women (n=120) Percentage (%)
1. Illiterate 9 75

2. Below metric 81 67.5

3. Metric 23 19.16

4. Above metric 7 5.83
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a small percentage i.e., 5.83 per cent of women were
above metric, majority of womeni.e., 67.5 per cent were
below metric and 19.16 per cent women were compl eted
H.L.S.C. and 7.5 per cent of women were illiterate.
Analysis of literacy amongst muslim women highlights
someimportant implication in the context of their socio-
economic status. The educational backwardness of
women makes them the largest group hindering the
process of social change. Theilliterate women imposed
a serious constraint both in realizing responsibility of
bringing up future generations and the advancement of
society. Since they cannot see any direct relationship
between education and economic betterment, they have
very littlemotivation to send their childrento schoal. Itis
still not being realized that there is definite connection
between education, good motherhood and efficient house
management. The management of households and the
upbringing of childrenisthusinthe handsof low literate
women. Only thosewith better educational qualifications
haverealized theimportance of raising small families so
that they could give abetter lifeto their children.

Income of respondents household :

Income of the occupationisanother important index
of the socio-economic background. It playsan important
role in one’s life. The social status of a person is to a
large extent, determined by income. Moreover, an
individual’s guided by income in regard to attitudes and
style of life. Hence, it is necessary to study the income
of the respondent’s household in detail. Since the
hushands of sample women were engaged in different
occupation, they differed in their monthly income also. It
must be mentioned here that at the time of survey,
information was obtained about family income and not
wife’s separate income. Therefore, the given table only
indicatesfamily income. Table 2 givesthe monthly income

of the respondents family in the three categories.

Table 2 indicatesthat 19.16 per cent of respondents
family belongstofirst category i.e., income range below
Rs. 5000/- and the majority constituting 65 per cent of
sample households from second category had monthly
income Rs. 5000- Rs. 10000/-. 15.83 per cent sample
households had the monthly income above Rs. 10000/-.
If we added together the first and second category of
monthly income it was found that magjority of sample
household bel ongsto the monthly income up to thelevel
of Rs. 10000/-. Itindicatesaconditioninwhich aperson
failstomaintain aliving standard adequatefor hisphysical
and mental efficiency in present day situation.

Economic condition of the sample household :

In this study the economic condition of the sample
household refers to one’s position in the ranking of
individual asbelow poverty line, in poverty lineand above
poverty line, which is based on income and size of the
family. In the context of the present study based on
monthly income and size of thefamily, themonthly income
of below Rs.5000/-is categorized as below poverty line,
income between Rs. 5000-10000/- is categorized as in
poverty lineand monthly income Rs.10000/-is categorized
as above poverty line. The amount of income represents
income from all sources. On the basis of theincome and
size of the family, the economic status of the respondent’s
household wasfound asfollows.

From the above table it has been seen that the
economic condition of the samplehousehold, themajority
of themi.e., 36.66 per cent were below poverty line and
51.66 per cent were in poverty line and only 11.66 per
cent were above poverty line. Poverty affectsthewoman
most because the female membersinthefamily aredenied
education, healthcare, nutritious food which affects
directly the future of women. Unhygienic sanitation was

Table2: Monthly income of the respondents family

Sr. No. Income categories Total no. of respondents (n=120) Percentage (%)

1 Below Rs. 5000 23 19.16

2. Rs.5000-Rs. 10000 78 65.0

3. Above Rs. 10000 19 15.83

Table 3 : Economic condition of respondents household

Sr. No. Category No. of sample household (n=120) Percentage (%)

1. Below poverty line 44 36.66

2. In poverty line 62 51.66

3. Above poverty line 14 11.66
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also seen because of poverty.

Awareness and participation in decision making in
thefamily:

Itisherelack of education or poor educational status
resulted in the married women depending on their
hushbands for undertaking any decisions concerning the
family. llliteracy also affected their awareness of the
factorsaffecting their lives. Table 4 showsthe awareness
of respondents for each factor that affect their lives.

From Table 4 we came concludethat family planning
isavoluntary decision of thefamilies concerned and there
isno pressure from the government agenciesin muslim-
dominated areas. In such areas, agenciesresponsiblefor
family welfare or family planning are not canvassing so
far. Only 9.17 per cent respondents were aware of
different family planning techniquesavailable; therefore
very few respondents had adopted family planning
process. |lliteracy among women and lack of exposure
to the redlities adversely affected the socio-economic
status of the community, pushing it further deeper into
poverty. They did not practice family planning technique
as they consider children as “God’s gift” which cannot
be denied. The survey also revealed that the educational
status of women has a distinct effect on the number of
children that they have borne. It is obvious that women
with better educational qualifications have realized the
importance of raising small families so that they could
give a better life to their children. 30.83 per cent out of
120 respondentsknew about their right to education. Their
children were covered by Sarba SikshaAbhiyan Mission.
Around 46.66 per cent out of 120 familieshave got ration
cards. Most of them were ignore about Domestic
ViolenceAct.

Theinvestigator conducted an open discussion with
each one of the respondentsto know about their attitudes
towards purdah pratha among muslim women.
Respondents were given a chance to give their opinion
willingly about this pratha. They viewed that the non-

existence of purdah among muslim women hel ped them
to take advantage of certain existential conditions, and
they can enjoy afreedomto some extent. Regarding girls
education they opined that girls are required to help in
household work.

Conclusion and recommendations :

There should be amovement isbringing in changes
inthe muslim society. It has been seen that the community
isstill under the clutches of orthodox and other religious
leaders, who pose ahindranceto the social and economic
devel opment of the community. Thereforeinitiative has
been taken to create awareness among the muslim
women. Some of such recommendations are:

— All therightsunder the congtitution and all legal
provisions, should reach the muslim women of
the society and justice should not remain adistant
dream for them.

— Working for the betterment of thelivesof muslim
women, there should be demanding codification
of muslim laws.

— There has been taken up various educational
schemes for the children and school dropouts
especialy for muslimgirls. Government should
manage to get some scholarships for muslim
students.

— Toenable muslimwomen in achieving economic
stability vocational coursesinembroidery, sewing,
handicrafts, designing of clothes etc. should be
provideto them.

— Periodical medical camps should conduct inthe
muslim dominated areas. These camps help in
improving health and nutritiona statusof muslim
women.

Even after six decades of independence, muslim
women face considerable challenges. According to
government reports muslim woman are among the
poorest, educationally disenfranchised, economically
vulnerable and politically marginalized group in the

Table4 : Awareness about some factor s affecting their lives
Sr. No. Awareness regarding the factors affecting their lives No. of respondents (n=120) Percentage (%)
1. Knew about family planning 11 9.17
2. Knew about right to information act 8 6.67
3. Knew about right to education 37 30.83
4. Knew about right to food and have ration cards 56 46.66
5. Knew about domestic violence laws 8 6.67
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country. Therefore asocial and economic opportunity for
muslim women isacrucial issue needing urgent action.
A movement for secularism, democracy and humanrights
are needed for improvement in soci o-economic status of
muslimwomen.
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