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BABSTRACT : Entrepreneurship isacreative human act involving the mobilization of resources from one
level of productive useto ahigher level of use. It isthe process by which theindividual pursuesopportunities
without regard to resources currently controlled. Financeis amost important aspect of any business. It was
observed that 87 per cent of the subjects faced problems. It was noticed that 40 per cent of the subjects
faced problems of availability of long term finance. Regular and frequent need of working capital and non-
availahility of long-term finance was found to be a problem faced by women entrepreneurs of Ludhiana.
There are other several problems like marketing problem, work place problem, production problem which
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Women entrepreneurs

organizations or revitalizing mature organizations,

particularly new businesses generally in response to
identified opportunities. In the words of former President of
India, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, “empowering women is a
prerequisite for creating a good nation, when women are
empowered, soci ety with stability is assured. Empowerment
of women is essential as their thoughts and their value
systems | ead to devel opment of agood family, good soci ety
and ultimately a good nation” (Sharma, 2006). Mehta (2006)
revealed that 90 per cent of the rural women are unskilled
and 88 per cent areilliterate which make them vulnerable to
exploit and economically dependent on men. No serious
efforts have been made to improve the condition of women.
There is a need to promote as entrepreneurship through
which women of rural areas are empowered. Pooja et al.
(2007) depicted the problem faced by women enterprise
with the objectives of the endeavour were to ascertain the
financial, marketing and production constraints faced by
women in their enterprises, assessment of their health
status, work place facilities and to develop guidelines for
becoming a successful entrepreneur. Poor location of unit,
tough competition from larger and established units, lack

Entrepreneurship is the practice of starting new

were faced by women entrepreneursin Kisan mela of PAU (Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana).
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of transport facility, lack of rest and sleep and non-
availability of raw material were the significant problems
faced by entrepreneurs. The factors causable to these
problems were; difficulty in affording own vehicle, not
being popular, heavy schedule of work and long working
hours. Common entrepreneurial problems can be dealt by
formulating self-help mutually aided groups. Support
mechanism such as institutional credit need to be
strengthened to keep entrepreneurs aware about loaning
schemes/credit facilities for further expansion. According
to Kamulun and Kumar (1992), non-availability of raw
material was one of the reasons to the slow growth of
women entrepreneurs. Other production problems were
non-availability of machine or equipment, lack of training
facility and non-availability of labour. Non-availability of
long-term finance, regular and frequent need of working
capital and long procedure to avail financial help wasfound
to be the financial problems faced by respondents based
on the multiple responses given by them. Non-availability
of long-term finance was found to be a problem faced by
women entrepreneurs of Ludhiana (Kapoor, 1998).

The present study was undertaken to determine the
challenges faced by women entrepreneursin entrepreneurship
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development. Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana was
selected purposively for the study. The subjects selected for
the study were entrepreneurswho participatein Kishan Mela.
The information was collected by interview-cum-survey
method regarding the general and specific information by
using questionnaire.

The experimenta findings obtained from the present
study have been discussed in following heads:

Problem faced by respondents:

It was observed (Table 1) that 87 per cent of the subjects
faced the problems and 13 per cent did not face any problem.

Tablel : Problem faced by respondents

Problem faced %
Yes 87.00
No 13.00

Other problem faced by the respondents have been
presented in Table 2.

Table 2 : Problem faced by respondents

Problem %
Financial problems

Availability of long term finance 40.00
Regular and frequent need of working capital 27.00
Long procedure to avail financial help 33.00
Marketing problems

Lack of demand in local market 33.00
Tough competition from larger and established units 27.00
Poor location of shop 13.00
Lack of transport facility 13.00
Lack of marketing centre 13.00
Production problems

Non-availability of raw material 20.00
Non-availability of machine or equipment 13.00
Training facility 13.00
Repairing facility 13.00
Non-availability of labour 20.00
Non-availability of shop / place 20.00
Work place facility problems

Space 33.00
Artificia light 20.00
Ventilation 13.00
Water 33.00

Financial problems:

It was found that 40 per cent of the subjects faced
problems of availability of longterm financeand 33 per cent
faced problem due to long procedure to avail financial help.

Marketing problems:

It was found that 33 per cent of the subjects were found
to face marketing problems due to lack of demand in local
market and 27 per cent due to tough competition from larger
and established units.

During the process of marketing of products, women
entrepreneurs faced certain problems viz., poor location of
shop, lack of transport facility and tough competition from
larger and established units.

Production problems:

It was found that 20 per cent subjects faced production
problems due to non-availability of raw material, 13 per cent
due to non-availability of machine or equipment and 13 per
cent due to training facility.

Work placeproblems:

It was observed that 33 per cent subjects faced work
place problems due to unavailability of proper space for their
enterprise.

Thework placefacility problemsfaced wereviz, inadequate
work placefor water, lessentrancefor natural light and improper
space for work. According to Ahlawat (1999) women
entrepreneursfaced the problem of lack of proper places.

Conclusion:

Entrepreneurship is a creative human act involving the
mobilization of resources from one level of productive useto a
higher level of use. It is the process by which the individual
pursue opportunities without regard to resources currently
controlled. Entrepreneurship involves a willingness to take
responsibility and ability to put mind to atask and seeit through
from inception to completion. Another ingredient of
entrepreneurship is sensing opportunities, while others see
chaos, contradiction and confusion. Entrepreneurship is
considered to be a significant determinant of economic
devel opment. Essence of entrepreneurship isgoing against time
with maturity and serving as a change agent. Entrepreneurship
is considered to be a significant determinant of economic
development. Therefore, it can be concluded that entrepreneurship
plays a very important role in women empowerment. \WWomen
entrepreneur faced severa problem in their entrepreneurship
devel opment but they overcome this problem.
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